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RAMSEY
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March no more my soldier laddie,
There is peace where there once was war.
Sleep in peace my soldier laddie,
Sleep in peace, now the battle’s over.
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Welcome to The Old Nene Golf and Country Club a
picturesque multipurpose venue boasting a wide
range of facilities including luxury Hoseasons holiday lodges, three beautiful function rooms suitable for weddings, conferences and events,
Old Nene Golf Club
Muchwood Lane
and on-site licensed bars and restaurant.
Bodsey
Activities available include river and lake
Ramsey
fishing, archery and physiotherapy. Our
PE26 2XQ
9-hole golf course is situated in attractive
parkland with natural water and tree
Telephone: 01487 815622
features alongside a 12 bay floodlit
Email: enquiries@theoldnene.co.uk
driving range and putting green.

Golf | Dining | Fishing | Archery | Lodges | Weddings | Event Hire | Physio

www.theoldnene.co.uk
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Summer is always a busy time in ‘Your
Neighbourhood Office’ - and the autumn
is proving to be the same - with lots of
new and returning projects, events and
activities. Everything on pages 5-13
originates from our office in Ramsey
Library where our small, dedicated
Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust (RNT) team
is constantly working with local people,
organisations and statutory bodies to
make Ramsey Parish the best it can
be. But we can’t do it alone and it is only
possible because of the hard work of our
band of 60+ volunteers - THANK-YOU!
Contact Us
If you’d like to be involved in any of the
projects mentioned on the following
pages, if you need help with a
community event/project/group or if you
think any of our projects can help you or
someone you know - don’t hesitate to
get in touch. We are always open to new
ideas and welcome volunteers. If we can
help, we will.
Websites:
www.ramseyneighbourhoodstrust.org
www.ramseymillion.org
Email: office.rntoffice@gmail.com
Telephone: 01487 814897
or follow us on Facebook & Twitter

RNT Annual General Meeting
One way you can find out more about
what we do is to attend our AGM.
You will be made most welcome.

Monday 1st October 2018
Ramsey Library, 6.30pm

Community Magazine Awards
Every summer we are invited to enter the
Cambridge Building Society Community
Magazine Awards. It’s always great to get
together and learn from other community
publications. Although we missed out on
the top prizes this year we were very
pleased with the judges feedback which
said, “Good balance of content, lovely
and bright, fits in lots of information. High
energy feel to this one - lots going on!
Clearly laid out though - like the bits for
the kids.”

Ramsey Community
Market
Slowly but surely we are
building up the regular stall
holders. If you are a trader
or community group that
would like a stall on a
Saturday or a
Tuesday please contact:
market.rntoffice@gmail.com

Promoting Ramsey
Recognise this?
Any group or
business that
operates in
Ramsey Parish
can use the Discover Ramsey logo on its
signs, literature or digital media. It comes
in a range of colours to suit every need.
For more information about the logo or to
include your business/group or event on
the Discover Ramsey website contact:
promotingramsey@gmail.com

Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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We are a group of resident decision makers who listen
to our community and commission projects that will
make Ramsey Parish a better place to live, work and
visit. If you are interested why not get in touch? We’d
love to hear from you.
www.ramseymillion.org | ramseymillion@gmail.com
01487 814897 | Facebook: Ramsey Million

BOSH Summer Play Scheme

CRUNCH Youth Project

BOSH (Bring On School Holidays) play
scheme ran once again for two weeks in
August giving local children an
opportunity to have fun with friends in a
safe environment.

The CRUNCH youth project for 11 to 16
year olds also meets at the Cricket Club
on Thursdays, again they’ll be back from
Thursday 13th September, 7pm to 9pm @
£2.00 per session.

Over 80 children were registered and
enjoyed a variety of activities from
tie-dye to donkey rides. The two week
scheme ended on a high with a seaside
trip to Hunstanton. The play scheme is
managed by Ramsey Neighbourhoods
Trust with funding provided by Ramsey
Million. Comments from parents included:

The young people who attend help to
plan their sessions and enjoy socialising in
a relaxed atmosphere, they enjoy sport,
games and general social activities like
darts and table football. Young people
are welcome to come along to find out
more, first session is free. If they like it and
want to return we just ask for a membership form to be completed.

“My children are loving BOSH. Thank
you for putting this on every year”
“My daughter is having a complete ball
at BOSH. There were few, if any
children she knew on Monday but that
didn’t put her off. She’s loved the
sessions she’s attended”

CRUNCH also had a great summer with
trips out to Lazer Force, Bowling and
Hunstanton.
For more information about any of the
activities listed above you can contact
the Neighbourhood Office: 01487 814897
or val.rntoffice@gmail.com

We Want to Hear from You!

If you haven’t responded yet there’s just
a few more weeks to go before we close
our community consultation. Before Local
BOSH Club
The BOSH youth club for 5 to 10 year olds Trust release the final instalment of the
Ramsey Million we have to submit a plan
returns on Thursday 13th September, it
runs from 4:30 to 6pm during term-time at stating how the community wish for it to
be spent. To inform this plan we need to
£1.50 per child. Sessions are held at the
hear from Ramsey Parish residents.
Cricket Club and include a mix of craft,
Thank-you to the hundreds of you who
sport, games and cookery. There’s
have already contributed. Forms can be
something for everyone really. If your
child would like to give the club a try their picked up from Ramsey Library,
first session is offered free, see staff at the via www.ramseymillion.org or
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
club for more information.
RMP_Consultation_2018
Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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Pavilion
Update
Working with Ramsey Cricket Club and Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust, Ramsey Million
is now in the midst of the planning stage of our vision to make the Pavilion a new
community space for Ramsey. Since the last issue we’ve consulted widely and we
have had 44 reply slips returned with some very positive and constructive feedback,
which will help us as we move forward to the next stage. Comments included ...
‘Informal community space is needed. I know various options have been considered
and whichever is chosen there will be a compromise because there is no ideal
available. Considering the use already offered by owners of the Cricket Club, the
facilities available now and the potential this venue offers this is a very good
compromise. I support this proposal wholeheartedly!’
‘We fully support these changes so the building will be used more which will reduce
anti-social behaviour on-site. It will be a great opportunity for community activities
throughout the year. We live directly behind the Cricket Club and certainly do not
object. We love to see the youth active and others being together.’
Ramsey Million are delighted to have
secured the services of an award-winning
architect, who specialises in community
buildings. His ideas were well received by the
District Council, when submitted for
pre-planning, and he is now working on the full
planning application. We’ll keep you updated
as things progress…..
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View of Main Entrance
from Car Park
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Public
Transport
Improving Transport Services in
Ramsey

• Saturday services are 80% below those
of similar south Cambridgeshire towns
Ramsey Million Partnership are fully aware
and 50% less than similar Lincolnshire
of the concerns of local people regarding
towns. There are no services at all on a
public transport and worked with our
Sunday.
Town, District and County Councillors to
•
The level of subsidy of current routes is
collect over 1,000 signatures on the
much lower than for some other parts of
petition that was sent to Cambridgeshire
the County. Two Ramsey services
County Council, prior to the temporary
receive a per passenger subsidy of £3.53
reprieve for the number 30 bus last year.
and £1.41 compared to as much as £30
Responsibility for the provision of public
for routes elsewhere.
transport is transferring to the Combined
• Other services are provided by a
Authority therefore, Ramsey Million
volunteer car driver scheme, Ramsey
Partnership thought it was important to
Community Transport, who offer a door
provide expert, independent evidence to
to door service for community groups
the authorities forthcoming consultation.
and run three routes, each once per
To that aim Andrew Allen, from
week and HACT who offer a demand
‘The Campaign for Better Transport’, was
responsive service.
• The Combined Authority’s objectives for
contracted to produce a report about
transport provision in Ramsey Parish.
transport fit well with the Ramsey area’s
needs focussing on better connectivity,
The key findings are summarised
improving journey times and increased
below:
modal choice. Spending is however
• Parts of Ramsey rank poorly in terms of
strongly focussed on capital projects
education and skills falling in the 10%
and no Ramsey projects have yet been
worst performing small areas in the
identified for support.
country. Better transport is needed to
• The current Combined Authority
tackle economic weakness and social
strategic bus review and Ramsey
isolation.
Market Town Masterplan (timescale not
• Ramsey’s public transport is very poor
yet identified) provide the potential to
when compared to other parts of the
greatly improve Ramsey’s transport offer
county and to other places of a similar
but it is crucial that Ramsey and
size. It is characterised by sporadic
surrounding area’s situation is
services patterns, slow journey times,
considered by these studies.
disjointed planning and integration and
expensive ticket prices.
For a copy of the full report
• Across peak, day time and weekend
services, Ramsey offers less than 25% of
please email:
bus service levels compared to similar
ramseymillion@gmail.com
sized towns in South Cambridgeshire.
Evening services are virtually
non-existent.
Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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Heritage
Open Day
What’s different this
Heritage Day?
Again, as part of the national scheme,
the heritage sites in Ramsey are opening
their doors for free on Sunday 9th
September from 11am until 5pm.

Ramsey Abbey Estate and Miriam
Rothschild, a significant naturalist with
connections to the Great Fen. We are
also looking at Isabella, the ‘She Wolf’,
who stayed in Ramsey Abbey in the 14th
century, and led a very ‘interesting’ life!

There’s a free vintage bus leaving the
library on the hour from 11am until 4pm
and the ‘rammies’ will be hiding around
the sites, possibly helping some young
visitors with the colouring competition?

And now for something
completely different….
As usual you can visit all the local
heritage sites:
• Rural Museum,
• Lady Chapel,
• Abbey Gatehouse,
• St Thomas a Becket Church,
• Walled Garden,
• 1940s Camp,
• Abbey House,
• Fenland Light Railway
• Motte and Bailey
• Mortuary Chapels
• Exhibitions from the Great Fen &
• Ramsey Abbey Archaeology Project.
What’s different is this year’s
national theme of ‘Extraordinary Women’.
Ordinary Ramsey women thrown into
unusual situations because of war are
featured at the Camp and the Fenland
Light Railway. Find out about Sybil
Marshall, who wrote about her parent’s
lives in Ramsey Heights and became a
novelist of national acclaim, Lady Diana
Broughton who was the last owner of the
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And, of course,
our very own
Ramsey WI are
celebrating
their centenary
this year.
Food and Drink
This year there are more places than ever
open in town for lunch and many sites are
providing tea and cake! So there’s
enough to occupy you all day long this
Heritage Day - Sunday 9th September!
If you would like to volunteer in any
capacity and frequency at a heritage
attraction, please don’t hesitate to
contact me, Ann Cuthbert:
promotingramsey@gmail.com

Ramsey Neighbourhood News - To advertise email: news.rntoffice@gmail.com

Ramsey
Town
Council

Ramsey Heritage Open Day
Sunday 9th September, 11am - 5pm
Visit 9 of Ramsey’s Heritage sites, ride on a vintage bus, family ac vi es at
all loca ons and hunt for Rammy and his friends. - ALL FREE OF CHARGE!

www.discoverramsey.co.uk
@heritageopenday | #HODs | #AllOurStories
heritageopendays

@heritageopendays

www.heritageopendays.org.uk

Ramsey
Town
Council
Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust’s Phoenix
Project continues to go from strength to
strength. Since it started back in 2016 it
has seen over 65 local people gain
employment, through its Job Search
service, many residents take part in
training courses and the establishment
of the only dog café in this area - and
there’s still much more to come. All our
community projects/services come from
the community and we’re delighted to
tell you about the three new projects in
the pipeline.

Repair Café
The Phoenix Project is currently looking
into setting up a Repair Café in Ramsey to
promote the ‘Make Do and Mend’ ethos.
We live in a throw-away society and the
idea is to cut down on waste as much as
possible. You may have an item such as
a skirt or pair of trousers that need
altering, a lawnmower sat in the shed that
needs some attention or a much loved
toy that requires mending. The Repair
Café will have expert volunteers on hand
to help you with those and much more.

We have a volunteer electrician,
mechanic, handyman furniture repairer/
upholsterer and seamstress all ready to
help you. We hope to be up and running
by September 2018, so watch out for
further information.

Social Club for Adults
with Disabilities
We are pleased to announce that we
have been successful in securing funding
from Ramsey Million to set up a social
club for those aged 19 and above with a
physical, sensory and/or learning
disability.
It became apparent through existing
Phoenix projects that there is a real need
within Ramsey for social support and
learning opportunities for those adults,
with the nearest social groups based in
March and St Ives.
The club, which we anticipate will open in
September/October 2018, will offer new
and exciting opportunities such as art and
crafts, dominoes, jigsaws, billiards, Bingo
and music, as well as special events,
within a safe and fun environment.

We are currently looking for volunteers to
help at both these new projects. So if you
think you’d like to help the Activity
Co-ordinator at the club or you have
repair skills to offer please get in touch.
Talking of volunteering - have you heard
about Timebanking?

12
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Ramsey Timebank
One act of kindness will
generate another and
so on. Timebanking is
a great way for
people to support
each other. Timebanks
have proved
successful throughout
Cambridgeshire
and Ramsey
Neighbourhoods Trust
has been successful in
gaining funding from
Cambridgeshire
County and Ramsey Town Councils to set
one up in Ramsey.
Many residents have told us they would
like to do some volunteering but cannot
commit to a regular slot, due to work or
family obligations, physical or transport
limitations. Timebanking is a more flexible
way of volunteering that can fit into any
schedule. It also supports organisations
that rely on their regular dedicated
volunteers. As a group member of the
timebank they can call for additional
volunteers as and when needed.

The Dog’s Meet
If you are
passionate about
dogs, whether you
have one or not, and
like tea, coffee and
a good chat then
come and visit us at
the Dog Café on a
Tuesday morning from 10am to 12 noon
at Ramsey Cricket Club. We have a
wonderful team of animal loving
volunteers who always offer a warm
welcome.

The principal behind timebanking is quite
simple. With coordinator support and
guidance, members decide what skills
they can offer. It could include mowing
grass, teaching people to read, helping
at a community event, holiday/illness
cover for regular volunteers at local
groups/clubs, litter picking, baking or
washing windows – the list is endless.
Basically you are banking/swapping skills.
The timebank coordinator will liaise with
members in a variety of ways including
weekly drop-in sessions, email, socialmedia, telephone, one-to-one meetings,
home visits and regular bulletins whatever suits them the best. By earning
and banking ‘time’ we will create a
community currency that will form new
bonds, connect people and utilise
Ramsey’s natural wealth of skills.
From September the coordinator will be
out and about talking to local groups and
residents, building the foundations ready
to launch the Ramsey Timebank towards
the end of 2018. Look out for more details
in the winter issue of Ramsey
Neighbourhood News or get in touch.

Job Search
• Twice Weekly face to
fffface sessions

• Help with CV writing
• Access to training
• Careers advice service
• Multi-media advertising
Monday & Wednesday
(Excluding Public Holidays)

10am - 12pm
Ramsey Library

For more information contact: 01487 814897 |Facebook: Phoenix Ramsey or
Job Search Ramsey | Email: rntprojectmanager@gmail.com
Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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Mortuary
Chapels

Ramsey Mortuary Chapels Heritage & Archive Centre
by Gillian Rayment (Secretary/Archivist)
Have you ever wondered about your
family tree or wanted to find out more
about where you live? Ramsey Mortuary
Chapels Heritage and Archive Centre
might be able to help.

Examples of what the database contains
include:
• Ramsey Burial Ground Register
• Ramsey Methodist Baptisms
• Pondersbridge Baptism Register
• Pondersbridge Burial Register
• Pub Licences 1907-1938
• Apprenticeship Indentures
• Ramsey St Mary’s Parish Registers
… plus many more.

Since opening Ramsey Mortuary Chapels
to the public in 2014 we have been
working extremely hard to build up our
archive collection for people to consult,
to help with their family and local history
research. This has resulted in many hours
A full list can be supplied on request.
spent at Huntingdonshire Record Office
and the Norris Museum obtaining copies
of old documents and newspapers. These
are then transcribed and put into binders
stored in the Chapels.
Old newspaper transcriptions contain
birth, marriages, deaths and funeral
accounts, plus a miscellany of general
information from the early 1800s, for
Ramsey and the surrounding villages.
Because some of the files are too large
to print out, we also have a database
that we can search for you.

14

Ramsey Neighbourhood News - To advertise email: news.rntoffice@gmail.com

As well as the documents we have
transcribed below are some of the other
documents we also have on file:

• Ramsey - Huntingdon Union
Workhouse Records

• Ramsey Workhouse and Poor Rate
records (from 1796)

• Valuation of Ramsey 1849
• Vaccination Information
• Register of Midwives
• Ramsey Valuation List 1897
• Quarter Session Papers 1734-1860
• Gaol Calendars
• Petty Session Records
• Ramsey St Mary’s - Letters from
Ramsey St Mary’s School

• Ramsey St Mary’s Composite Register
Middlemoor Farm Accounts

• Ramsey Mereside - Letters from
Ramsey Mereside School

• Nonconformist Church - Oilmills Road
• Ramsey Heights - Heights School
• Ramsey Heights Pulpit Notices
• Miscellaneous Records (all relating
to Ramsey & Parishes) - Summary of
Convictions
• Huntingdon Union Ledger 1841
• Habitual Criminals (1800s)
• Huntingdonshire County Council
Minutes 1907-1916
• Huntingdon Infirmary Register
• Huntingdon Brewery Records
• Huntingdon Gaol

We also have a large collection of old
photographs and memorabilia – some
from our own collections, others which
have been kindly donated by members
of the public. The Heritage & Archive
Centre is also available to give a range
of talks, please contact us for more
information.

Ramsey Mortuary Chapels are open
First Sunday of the Month
April to October,
2-5pm
If you would like to arrange a group visit
or you would like us to do a free search
on your behalf, then please contact:
Email: raymentgillian@gmail.com
By Post: 27 Princes Street, Ramsey,
Huntingdon, PE26 1JW
Facebook: The Friends of Ramsey
Mortuary Chapels - 'Heritage Centre'

Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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Kleanco Dry Cleaners
For all your dry cleaning and laundry needs!

•
•
•
•
•
•

Laundry & Ironing
Quilts & Duvets
Rugs
Altera ons & Repairs
Curtains & Upholstery
Evening Wear &
Wedding Dresses

Monday – 9.00am-5.00pm
Tuesday – 9.00am-5.00pm
Wednesday – 9.00am-5.00pm
Thursday – 9.00am-5.00pm
Friday – 9.00am-5.00pm
Saturday – 9.30am-1.00pm
Sunday – Closed.

Find us on
Facebook
Kleanco - Ramsey

10 Great Whyte, Ramsey, PE26 1HA

Telephone: 01487 813322
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News in
Brief
Lisa Duffy Receives
British Empire Medal
for her Community Work
The investiture was held in Ramsey Library
on Thursday 9th August 2018. A packed
meeting room witnessed the presentation
of the medal by Mrs Julie Spence OBE
QPM, HM Lord-Lieutenant of
Cambridgeshire. The citation was read
by Dr Andy Harter CBE, the High Sheriff
of Cambridgeshire and the Master of
Ceremonies was Colonel Roger Herriot
OBE DL, Deputy Lieutenant of
Cambridgeshire. Amongst the invited
guests, family and friends were the
Chairman of
Cambridgeshire
County Council,
Designs on the Past
Mandy Smith,
To help understand the ways in which
Chairman of
history and heritage
Huntingdonshire
contribute to the
District Council,
transformation of a place,
Richard John West
Local Trust invited writer
and the Mayor of Ramsey, Doug
and thinker Carey Newson
McIlwain.
to visit four very different Big
Local areas, of which
Professor Sir David Haslam
Ramsey was one. She found
Many of you will remember Professor
that
communities
like Ramsey are utilising
David Haslam and his family who were
history
to
revitalise
local pride, encourage
resident in Ramsey until his retirement
visitors and grow with an enhanced
from general practice in 2011. Since
understanding of what it means to be
leaving Ramsey Health
part of where we live.
Centre he has gone on
to be the current Chair
of NICE (National
Institute for Health &
Care Excellence) and
has recently been
awarded a knighthood for his services to NHS leadership.

The book ‘Designs on the Past’ was
published in June and opens with the
story of the revitalisation of our very own
Mortuary Chapels. To read the full essay
visit:
https://localtrust.atavist.com/
designs-on-the-past

Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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Walled
Garden
What a year it has been for gardeners
everywhere, for whom the weather is
never what we want. This summer has
proved the most challenging for us since
we opened the garden in 2010.
Early on, we had to contend with wet
(yes wet!) and cold weather throughout
March and April as we replanted the four
flower borders in the beds leading to the
glasshouse. Having ordered 10 tonnes of
compost, to enrich these new beds, we
were faced with a mass planting exercise
which we delayed due to the cold,
claggy soil. After we had completed
the planting, it stopped raining and the
new plants needed a lot of water however the borders are filling out now.
Then came May and with it the drought
when we saw little rain for three months.
More than one volunteer reported a
deluge in Warboys which did not reach
Ramsey! I remember hearing once that
Ramsey has a micro-climate caused by
air rising from the drains and dykes which
force clouds to pass us by. I have no idea
whether this is true or not.
So that our vegetable seeds grow and

our flower boards get established we
have been watering and watering. The
water pressure is too low for hoses to work
properly so it is watering cans and
stronger arm muscles. Who needs a
gym? Still, we can report that the
garden has survived (as have the
volunteers). The dahlias are flowering, the
beans are finally growing and the apples
are swelling.
On a lighter note, the garden has been
host to a family of partridges. High
pitched cries alerted us to a brood of
chicks that chased around after their
mother as we arrived in the garden.
Mother then escorted her offspring to a
safe part of the garden, usually under the
rhubarb, until we left. We first saw the
chicks when they were 5” to 6” tall, and
they ran round the garden for several
weeks before they departed.
Opening Times: Sunday and Bank Holiday
2-5pm. Heritage Day (9th Sept) and
Plough Day (30th Sept) we will be open
from 11am. For more information
www.ramseywalledgarden.org or find us
on Facebook.

Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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MADEIRA
FISH SHOP
YOUR LOCAL ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGNER COVERING RAMSEY AND
SURROUNDING AREAS
QUALITY PLANNING AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS AUTOCAD
DRAWINGS FOR EXTENSIONS, LOFT
CONVERSIONS AND ALL KIND OF
BUILDING WORKS
CONTACT US FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION
EMAIL: info@tad-studio.co.uk
TELEPHONE: 01487479475
MOBILE: 07971020171

FISH & CHIPS | PIES | SAUSAGES
KEBABS | BURGERS | FISH CAKES
CHICKEN | COLD DRINKS | SIDES
… AND MUCH MORE

Opening Hours
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

11:45am–2pm, 4:30–10pm
11am–2pm, 4:30–10:30pm
11am–2pm, 4:30–10:30pm
11am–2pm, 4:30–10:30pm
11am–2pm, 4:30–10:30pm
11am–10:30pm
Closed

Facebook: Madeira Fish Shop
37 Great Whyte, Ramsey, PE26 1HH
Tel: 01487 812516
1

WEB: WWW.TAD-STUDIO.CO.UK

Are you, or someone you care for or
know affected by cancer?
If so, please come to the
Acorn Cancer Support Group.
You will find us at the Rainbow Resource Centre
Ramsey 1st Monday (2nd Monday if Bank Holiday)
of each month 11.15am - 1.15pm
We ask no personal questions but can offer
support and advice if asked.

Your Local School Uniform Shop
24c Great Whyte
Ramsey
PE26 1HA
Tel: 01487 208 240
Email: ramsey@thegreenschoolshop.co.uk
Find us on
Facebook: @thegreenschoolshopramsey
or online at
www.thegreenschoolshop.co.uk

School Shoes | Scouting and Guiding
Revision Guides | Stationery
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We major on social activities,
mutual support, and fun
We offer a safe environment to make understanding
friends, and provide:

•
•
•
•

Free refreshments
Light lunch and
Complementary therapies
Free social outings

So, don’t be lonely,
Acorn is here for you.

For more visit
www.acornsupportgroup.org.uk
Just drop-in or telephone Julia
on

07739 934524
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Charity
Bike Ride
Local man, David Yeeles, completes
the London to Cambridge Bike Ride in
aid of the National Autistic Society.
Back in February 2017 I had received a
diagnosis of Asperger’s Syndrome, an
Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). This
followed on from my then 10 year old
son’s diagnosis of Asperger’s Syndrome,
Sensory Processing Difficulties (SPD) and
Anxiety, four months earlier. Since my
diagnosis I had wanted to do something
to help the National Autistic Society.
They do amazing work supporting those
with autism and raising awareness of the
condition and whose website had played
an instrumental role in me seeking my
diagnosis. Having been a keen cyclist
since a teenager the sponsored bike ride
seemed an ideal opportunity.

making up the
approx. 2,000
participants.

Once the first few miles of London’s
sleepy suburbs had been left behind the
ride moved out into pleasant country
roads for most of its distance. There were
four rest stops along the way where very
welcome refreshments were available,
especially later in the day as the
Sunday 1st July saw my alarm going off at
temperature began to rise. The route
4:30am, to allow me to travel into
was well signposted with marshals at
Cambridge in time for the coach that
important junctions helping riders on their
would take me to the start line. 7:30am
way.
found me at Pickett’s Lock Sports Centre,
In the end the ride totalled 63 miles and
Enfield, ready to start the London to
the weeks of training paid off as I
Cambridge Bike Ride. This is an annual
managed to complete it in just over four
event between Pickett’s Lock and
and a half hours, greeted by the cheers
Midsummer Common in Cambridge,
of my family as I crossed the finish line. In
approximately 60 miles, through some
all I had a great time on the ride,
beautiful rolling countryside.
although it’s fair to say that by the end I
The start of the ride was staggered over
was glad to see the finish. Having now
two hours, allowing people to set off as
completed it I intend to do the same next
they liked. It is most definitely not a race
year and would recommend it as a great
and while there were plenty of riders
challenge for any keen amateur riders.
looking to do it in good time, there were
The National Autistic Society (NAS)
also plenty of riders out for a pleasant
Website: www.autism.org.uk/
days riding, while raising money for their
to make a donation to The NAS my
chosen charity. There were a few
Just Giving page is: www.justgiving.com/
tandems to be seen and even a couple
fundraising/davidyeeles
of brave individuals on unicycles,
Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts

21

22

Ramsey Neighbourhood News - To advertise email: news.rntoffice@gmail.com

Ramsey Neighbourhood News - Autumn 2018

Dates for

Your Diary
You can promote your event for FREE in this
‘Dates for Your Diary’ pull-out section. You can also
purchase a larger space to advertise your event, business
or service elsewhere in Ramsey
Neighbourhood News. Contact: news.rntoffice@gmail.com. If you would like to be
considered for a FREE listing please send your details to: ramseyneighbourhoodnews@gmail.com
You can also keep up to date with what’s going on in the area by visiting
www.discoverramsey.co.uk
MONDAY Regular Activities...
Acorn Cancer Support Group
1st Monday of the month
11:15am-1pm
Rainbow Resource Centre
01487 822456
Ramsey & District Garden Club
3rd Mon of month, 7:30pm
Ramsey Community Centre
 01487 710702
Women’s Section Royal British
Legion
3rd Mon of month, 7:30pm,
 British Legion
01487 812143
Ramsey WI
2nd Mon of month, 7:30pm
Ramsey Community Centre
Time Out
2nd & 4th Mon 9:30am-11:30am
Great Whyte Baptist Church
Peter + Valerie 01487 812323
Ramsey Senior Road Runners
Every Monday & Wednesday
7pm-9pm, Bedford Room,
One Leisure Centre
01487 812829
RNT Job Search
Every Monday & Wednesday
10-12pm (not bank holidays)
Ramsey Library
 01487 814897
Bingo - Mereside Village
Association
Monday fortnightly from 15th
May ’17 - 7:30pm
Mereside Village Hall

Trekkers (7-11 years)
Every Monday term time
6:30-7:30pm, School Room,
Salem Baptist Church
 01487 815568
Handbell Playing
Every Monday 7-9pm
 Upwood Church
1st Bury Brownies
Monday 6-7:30pm, Bury
Church Hall
 01733 844850
1st Bury Guides
Monday 7:30-9pm, Bury
Church Hall
 01733 844850

Toddlers
Every Monday 9.30-10.30am
 Thomas a Becket Church
Ramsey Rockets, Netball Club
Every Monday 8-9pm
 One Leisure Astroturf
Jo.rose4@btinternet.com
Little Miracles, After School Sports
 Every Monday 5-6pm
 One Leisure, Ramsey
 Amy - 07715 306112
Christian Meditation Group
Every Mon, 7.30-8.30pm
 Parish Rm, Sacred Heart
Church, 37 Newtown Road
 mrsestorey@gmail.com

Adult Dance Active Classes
Alternative Mondays
(From 3rd Feb), 7:15-8pm,
 Mereside Village Hall
 Sl.carr@btinternet.com

TUESDAY Regular Activities...

Ramsey Crafters
Alternate Monday 12-3pm
Ramsey Cricket Club,
 01487 710851 / 01487 814633

Line Dancing
Every Tuesday 8-9:30pm
 Ramsey Mereside Village Hall

Crossroads (4-7 years)
Every Tuesday term time
3-4:30pm, School Room,
Salem Baptist Church

Ramsey Tennis Club
Every Monday 6pm until
dark, Abbey Grounds
 01487 209369

Ladies Meeting
Every Tuesday 2:30-4pm
 Great Whyte Baptist Church
Amy/Paul 01487 813578
 Sheila Thomson 01733 844201

Ramsey Carers Hub
Monthly on a Monday
11am-2pm , Ramsey Library
 0345 2410954

University of the Third Age
2nd Tuesday 2pm
 Ramsey Community Centre
 ramseyu3a.org.uk

Yoga Class
Every Monday 7-8:15pm,
 Ramsey Junior School
 Debbie 01487 812218

Ramsey Child & Family Zone, Stay,
Play & Learn
Weekly from 11th Sept, 10 11.30am, Ramsey Community
Centre, £2
 01480 372700

Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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Regular Activities Continued…
Rotary Club of Ramsey
Every Tuesday 7:30pm
 Ramsey Golf Club
 01480 460843
Lawn Bowls, Adult Taster Session
 Tuesdays 10:30m-12:30pm
 Ramsey Golf & bowls Club
 01487 710992
511 Air Cadets, Ramsey
Every Tuesday & Thursday
7-9pm
 Redebourn Lane, Bury
 01487 710776
Bell Ringing, St Thomas a Becket
Church
 Tuesdays (Except Holy Week)
7.30-9pm
Cathy 01487 814860
 Paul 01487 813372
Ramsey Child & Family Zone
Bumps & Babies
Fortnightly, 1.30pm-3pm
Ramsey Library
 01480 3727000
Little Miracles, Drop in Tuesday
 Every Tuesday 9:30-12pm
 Ramsey Methodist Church
 Amy - 07715 306112
Ramsey Senior’s Lunch Club
Every Tuesday & Thursday
 Rainbow Resource Centre
 07748 837899
Toddlers, Mereside Village
Association
Every Tuesday 12-3pm,
Mereside Village Hall
1940s Volunteer Day
Every Tuesday 10am,
The Camp, Wood Lane,
Ramsey
 07881 730047
Ramsey Rainbows, Ramsey
Methodist Church
Tuesdays 6-7:15pm
01733 844850
2nd Ramsey Brownies
Tuesdays 6-7:30pm, The
Scout Hut
 Ann Patmore 01487 815878
 Wendy Nicholls 01487 814547
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Upwood Table Tennis Club
Tuesdays 7:30-10pm
 Upwood Village Hall
 01487 812923
hollyhouse.upwood@tiscali.co.uk

Wistow WI
2nd Wednesday of month
(Except August) 7:30pm
Wistow Village Hall
 01487 822828

Ramsey Cycling Club
Every Tuesday & Thursday
7pm, Bus Bay,
Abbey Road, Ramsey
 Paul: 07707 598621

Becket Senior Lunches
3rd Wednesday of month
 St Thomas a Becket Church,
Ramsey
 07763 205042

The Dog’s Meet
Every Tuesday,10am - 12noon,
Ramsey Cricket Club
 01487 814897

Ramsey & District Stroke Support
3rd Wednesday of month
2pm, Rainbow Resource
Centre
 01487 815274,

Food Bank
Every Tuesday,10am - 12noon,
Thomas a Becket Church

WEDNESDAY
Regular Activities...

Parkinson’s UK Ramsey Support
Group - Medication Review Clinic
2nd Wednesday of month
2-4pm
Rainbow Resource Centre
 01480 896735

Ramsey St Mary’s WI
3rd Wednesday of month
7:30pm, The Barn, Ashbeach
School
 01487 814842

Ramsey Rangers
Wednesdays - Alternate
Weeks, 7:30-9pm
 Ramsey Community Centre
 01733 844850

Upwood Table Tennis Club
Wednesdays 2-4:30pm
 Upwood Village Hall
 01487 812923
hollyhouse.upwood@tiscali.co.uk

RNT Job Search
Every Monday & Wednesday
10-12pm
Ramsey Library
 01487 814897

Ramsey Senior Citizens Club
1st Wednesday of month
2pm (Except Jan & Aug)
Bury Village Hall
01487 711649
www.ramseyseniors.wordpress.com
Dementia Cafe
1st Wednesday of month
10-12pm
Rainbow Resource Centre
 01487 415235
Bingo Evening, St Mary’s Church,
Ramsey St Mary’s
2nd Wednesday of month
7:30-10pm,
Ashbeach Barn
 01487 711548

1st Ramsey Scouting Group,
Beavers
Every Wednesday 5:457pm(Term time only)
Scout Hut, Little Whyte
 01487 813435
1st Ramsey Scouting Group, Cubs
Every Wednesday 7:10-8:30
(Term time only),
Scout Hut, Little Whyte
 01487 813435
Craft Club
Wednesdays 6:30-8:30pm
Mereside Village Hall Assoc
Mereside Village Hall
 01487 844459
Bury Carpet Bowls
Every Wednesday 7:309.30pm
 01487815363 or 01487822450
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Upwood Brownies
Wednesdays 6-7:30pm
 Upwood Village Hall
 01733 844850
Coffee Morning
1st Wednesday of month
10-12pm
Ramsey Mereside Village Hall
Noah’s Ark - Mums & Toddlers
Every Wednesday 9.30 -10am
 Term Time, Great Whyte
Baptist Church Hall
 01487 812689
Young Farmers Club
Every Wednesday, Various
Locations
Jordon 07717 723266
 Tris 07743 655337
1st Ramsey Brownies
Wednesdays 5:30pm-7:00pm
 Ramsey Baptist Church Hall
 01733 844850
2nd Ramsey Guides
Wednesdays 7-8:30pm
 Ramsey Community Centre
 Ros James 01487 812689
Urban Dance Academy
3 to 4 years, 4-4:30pm
5 to 6 years, 4:30-5:15pm
 7 to 8 years, 5:15-6pm
 9 to 10 years, 6-6:45pm
 11+, 6:45-7:30pm
 Ramsey Community Centre
 UDA 07776 122841
Indoor Carpet Bowls
Every Wednesday 7:45-10pm
Ramsey Forty Foot Village Hall
 01487 813085
1st Ramsey Scouting Group,
Beavers Weekly Meeting
Every Wednesday, 1940’s
Camp Canteen
 Susan 07815 842780
Ramsey Seniors Road Runners
Wednesday & Monday
7-9pm, Bedford Room,
One Leisure Centre
 01487 812829
Ramsey Junior Road Runners
Wednesdays 7:30-8:30pm
 Bedford Room,
One Leisure Centre
 01487 812829

Link4Growth/Coffee
4th Wednesday10-11.30am,
Old Nene Golf Club
Joan Richardson
07961 346577

THURSDAY Regular Activities...
Ladybirds Toddler Group
Fortnightly 1:30-2:30pm
(Term time only), Ashbeach
School, Ramsey St Mary’s
 01733 844901
Ramsey Senior’s Lunch Club
Every Thursday & Tuesday
Rainbow Resource Centre
07748 837899
Messy Church - Fun & Food for
Juniors
Second Thursday 3.30-5pm
Scout Hut, Little Whyte
 07859 594227
Warboys Friendship Club
10-11.30am,
Warboys Parish Centre
Ann Doyle 01487 823176
Salem Baptist Chapel Oasis
(People over 50)
2nd & 4th Thursday 2pm
 High Street, Ramsey
 01487 815568
Abbey WI
1st Thursday of month 2pm
 Bury Village Hall
 01487 813848
Little Lambs Toddler Group
Every Thursday 9:30am, Salem
Baptist Church, High Street,
Ramsey
 01487 815568
Ramsey Choral Society
Rehearsals
Every Thursday 7:30-9:30pm,
Ramsey Junior School
 01487 813819
Ramsey Camera Club
Every other Thursday 8-10pm,
Ramsey Community Centre
 01487 711706
Ramsey Rural Museum Open Day
Every Thursday 10-5pm,
April to October, Wood Lane,
Ramsey
 01487 815715

Ramsey Reading Ring Book Group
1st Thursday of month
10:30am, Ramsey Library
 0345 0455225
Papworth Trust Fun United Youth
Club - for young people with
additional needs
Every Thursday 7-9pm
 Holy Cross Parish Church Hall
 0800 952500
Ramsey Yarners
Every 3rd Thursday 2pm
 Ramsey Library
 0345 0455225
Ramsey Forty Foot Brownies
6-7:30pm, The Barn,
Ashbeach School
 01733 844850
BOSH Youthy, Ages 5-10years
Every Thursday(Term Time)
4:30-6pm, Ramsey Cricket
Club, Cricketfield Lane
 01487 814897
CRUNCH, Ages 11-16years
Every Thursday (Term Time)
7-9pm, Ramsey Cricket Club,
Cricketfield Lane
 01487 814897
Line Dance Classes
Every Thursday 1:45-3pm
 Warboys Sports & Social Club
 01487 824143/01480 494367
Coffee Morning,
1st Thursday of month,
10-12pm, Mereside Village
Assoc, Mereside Village Hall
 01733 844866
Ramsey Bridge Club
Every Thursday 7-10:30pm
Bury Village Hall,
01487 824002
BOSH & CRUNCH Youth Clubs
BOSH, 4.30 - 6.30pm, CRUNCH,
7pm-9pm
Ramsey Cricket Club
 01487 814897
Food Bank
Every Thurs,10am - 12noon,
Thomas a Becket Church

FRIDAY
Hunts Mind
Friday 10-11am,Ramsey Library
 01480 470480
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Bury Table Tennis Club
Every Friday 7 -10pm (Excluding
Good Friday)
 Bury Village Hall
 Roger Albone 01487 813428
Investigators (Reception to Yr 6)
Every Friday 6:30-7:30pm
 Great Whyte Baptist Church
 01487 813578
Rhymetime at Ramsey Library
Friday (term time)10.30-11am
(0-2ys), 11.15-11.45am (2+)
 0345 045 5225
Child Health Clinic
Friday 9.30 – 11am
Ramsey Library
 01480 357152

Little Miracles, Family Session
 Every Saturday 10:30 -12pm
 Ramsey Methodist Church
 Amy - 07715 306112

Great Fen Wildlife Watch, Age 6-12
Every 3rd Sat 10-12pm
 Countryside Centre
 01487 710420

Bury Rainbows
Saturdays 9:30-10:30am
 Bury Church Hall
 01733 844850

Ramsey Mortuary Chapels
First Sunday, Easter-Oct, 2-5pm
 Wood Lane, Ramsey
 01487 814304

AA
Every Saturday, 7pm,
Thomas a Becket Church

Heritage First Sunday
 First Sunday - April to October
 www.discoverramsey.co.uk

Forthcoming Events…

Melrose Quaret
 4th October, Upwood Village
Hall, Performing Arts, £14
 pndmcleod@btinternet.com
 01487 814114/07709 930398

September
Freedom of Ramsey Presentation
 2nd Sept - Abbey Green, Ramsey
Town Council, 2pm
 01487 814957

Bury Carpet Bowls
Every Wednesday 2 4.30pm
 01487815363 or 01487822450

Fenland Light Railway Running Days
 2nd & 23rd Sept - Mereside
Drove, 10am-5pm
 01487 815628

Little Bugs Club
First Friday, Countryside Centre,
10.30am-12noon
 01487 815524

National Vintage Cycle Club AGM
 2nd Sept - Ramsey Rural
Museum, 10am
 01487 815715

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Ramsey Rural Museum (April October)
Saturday & Sunday 2-5pm
 Wood Lane, Ramsey
 01487 815715
Toddler Time (Ramsey Million)
First Saturday of month
10-12:00pm (not Jan)
Ramsey Community Centre
01487 814897

Heritage Open Day
 9th Sept - see pages 10/11
11am - 5pm
 promotingramsey@gmail.com
Great Fen Wildlife Watch/Bug Hunt
 15th Sept- Countryside Centre,
10am - 12noon, £2 per child
 01487 710420


Quiz Night
 22nd Sept - Ramsey Mereside
Village Hall, 7.30pm
Ramsey Library Board AGM
 24th Sept - Ramsey Library,
4.15pm

Open Door - Drop in for Coffee
3rd Saturday of month
10-12pm, Ramsey
Methodist Church
 01487 813833

WWl Poetry Reading
 28th Sept - Ramsey Library, 4pm

Salem Baptist Chapel
Sunday School - 9:45am
Morning Service - 10:45am
Evening Service - 6:00pm
 High Street, Ramsey
 01487 815568

Plough Sunday
 30th Sept - Ramsey Rural
Museum, 10am
 01487 815715

Ramsey Walled Garden
Every Sunday & Bank Holidays
Easter - October
 Wood Lane, Ramsey
 01487 813054
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Rotary - Quirky Quiz Night
 29th Sept - Ramsey Mereside
Village Hall, 7pm

White Buffalo Country & Western
Dance
 22nd /23rd Sept - 1940s Camp

Great Fen Wildlife Watch/Habitat Day
 20th Oct- Countryside Centre,
10am - 12noon, £2 per child
 01487 710420
Great Fen - Dark Skies Family Event
 24th Oct, Countryside Centre,
6pm - 8pm, £3 per person
 01487 710420
Fenland Light Railway Halloween
 27th October - 2pm-8pm
 01487 815628
The Skyliners - Live Music
 27th Oct - Ramsey Mereside
Village Hall, 7.30pm
WWl Open Q & A Session
 27th Oct - Ramsey Library,
10.30am - 4pm

November
Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning
 3rd Nov - Ramsey Library,
10am - 12.30pm
Fenland Light Railway Running Day
 4th & 18th Nov - 10am-3.30pm
 01487 815628
Phillip Henry (Solo)
 8th Nov, Upwood Village
Hall Performing Arts, £13
 pndmcleod@btinternet.com
 01487 814114/07709 930398
Ramsey Remembers
 11th Nov - See page 29
Great Fen Wildlife Watch/Bat Box
 17th Nov - Countryside Centre,
10am - 12noon, £2 per child
 01487 710420

Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust AGM
 1st Oct - Ramsey Library, 6pm

Christmas Food & Craft Fair
 18th Nov - Ramsey Rural
Museum, 11am - 3pm
 01487 815715

Rotary - Last Night of the Proms
 13th Oct - Abbey College, 7pm

Ramsey Christmas Lights
 24th November

October

Ramsey Neighbourhood News - To advertise email: news.rntoffice@gmail.com

For up to date informa on about stalls a ending follow
Ramsey Neighbourhood News

Service Recep on
Opening Hours
Monday

09.00 - 18.00

Tuesday

09.00 - 18.00

Wednesday

09.00 - 18.00

Thursday

09.00 - 18.00

Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts

27

Ramsey Golf and
Bowls Club
oﬀers a warm, friendly welcome to
its picturesque parkland golf
course, standard bowls rinks, two
snooker rooms, bar and dining
room.
So if it’s Golf, Bowls, Snooker or
just a friendly social club you are
looking for, we have memberships
for all categories. Please come and
see what we have on oﬀer - you
will be made very welcome.

Telephone

01487 812600
Email: admin.ramseyclub.co.uk
4 Abbey Terrace, Ramsey,
Cambs, PE26 1DD
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Ramsey Town
Council

Ramsey Town Council
7 Church Green,
PE26 1DW
Mon- Fri, 9am to 4pm

www.ramseytowncouncil.gov.uk

Ramsey Remembers
On Sunday 11th November 2018 Ramsey will
be joining in the nationwide day of
commemorative events marking the
Centenary of the end of the First World War.
We will pay tribute to the millions killed or
wounded in battle and those on the home
front who struggled amidst pain and loss to
help ensure our freedom survived.
In addition to the afternoon War Memorial and
Church Service Ramsey will join with the rest of
the country for an evening commemoration.
Please look out for further details nearer the
time.

We want to hear your stories!
To mark the anniversary we wish to remember all those from Ramsey Parish
who served at home or abroad.
Please send your stories and photographs to: Gary Cook - Town Clerk
Email: ramseytc@ramseytowncouncil.org.uk | Tel: 01487 814957
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Local
Business
• Running out of space?
• Need somewhere to store excess
household/business furniture or
equipment?

• Is your latest collection taking over the
house?

• Did you know Ramsey has its very own
self store?

Ramsey Self Store is a family owned and
run business, specialising in commercial
and domestic secure self storage in
Ramsey that is able to cater to your own
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personal
requirements,
ensuring that
you receive the
correct storage
space for your
needs. High
secure storage
facilities are
available at
affordable prices. Each customer is
provided with their own individual fob
enabling quick and easy agreed access.
So whether your son or daughter has
returned from university with excess
baggage or your business is
expanding or you are a tradesman
needing somewhere to store the tools of
your trade look no further.
See our advert on p48
or visit our website for further details.
http://www.ramseyselfstore.co.uk
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Tesco Bags
of Help
Ramsey Junior School have just bagged
£4,000 to create an exciting new wildlife
area, that is being designed by the
children. Parents will be pitching in with
their children in September to start the
project.
Warboys Cricket Club have been able to
install new nets to improve their facilities,
which have “not only made a difference
for our existing members but has also
attracted a number of new junior
members and senior members to the
club.” Martin Croucher from the club also
said, “I cannot thank (Tesco Bags of Help)
enough as without the monies to
complete this project we would not only
be unable to continue with junior cricket
but we would also have not attracted the
numbers of new players that we have.”

We have also supported other local
projects including the Dogs Meet Café,
Ramsey Colts Football Club, Warboys
Scout group and many more.
We are looking for more local community
groups and good causes to support
with grants up to £4,000 through the
Bags of Help scheme. Every two months,
three local projects enter an in-store
vote where Tesco customers decide
who will receive the grants of up to
£4,000, £2,000 and £1,000.
Visit www.groundwork.org.uk/
tesco to apply, or contact Katie
Dean on 01480 587140,
katie.dean@groundwork.org.uk
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Age UK
Community Warden Scheme

One gentleman, who lives alone and has
limited mobility, can sometimes have
difficulty getting to the shops. Pam
Age UK Cambridgeshire and
supports him, checking on how he is and
Peterborough provide a Community
on the days he is unwell gets his shopping.
Warden scheme within Ramsey and
He said, “It may not seem much to ask for
surrounding local areas. Pam Bates is the but when you can’t get out of the house
Ramsey Community Warden and has
and you really want a cup of tea, to have
been in post four years. She said she loves Pam ring and be able to ask her to get
her job because she gets great
me some milk is great.” This support
satisfaction out of supporting people to
means he is able to remain living at home
remain living in their own home.
independently and feel more secure and
confident to cope.
The aim is to support the wellbeing and
independence of older people through
You can join the service on a short term or
daily contact (Monday to Friday) by
long term basis. For example, you may
personal visit or telephone call to ensure
only need some help whilst recovering
a sense of security.
from an illness. You are entitled to two
Examples of the help Pam can give are:
• Making drinks and light meals
• Making phone calls on your behalf
• Feeding pets
• Small items of shopping
• Collecting prescriptions
• Information and guidance
At present Pam supports 13 people on the
scheme with varying needs and abilities.

weeks free trial. If you continue after the
free trial, a fee of £6 per week is payable
to the warden.
To find out more about the service or to
make a referral (you can self-refer),
please call Pam on 07900 340 265
Email: infoandadvice@ageukcap.org.uk
Website: www.ageukcap.org.uk
Follow us on social media
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Great Fen

left scraps of food and litter all about
before deserting the burrow altogether.

“Oh come in Walter, its so lovely to see
you”
The Day the Bargemen Came
“It’s a nice place you have here” said
Walter “I wish my place was as tidy as
by Mandy Corney
yours”
Verity was busy again. Verity was always Verity blushed, “Well I haven’t quite
busy. She would spend the time cleaning finished tidying up yet”
her lovely home on the river bank always “Oh leave that” Walter had said and tell
me one of your stories”
mindful that it should be spot on in case
Verity, pulled her shawl over the
anyone should ever visited her.
shoulders, balanced her spectacles on
Not many people did visit her though and the end of her nose, and made herself
life in recent times had been quite
comfortable.
lonely. Years ago many water voles lived “Have I ever told you about the day the
on the river bank , and would all pop over river bank was invaded by the barge
for a chat. Verity was quite a chatterbox men”
and everyone knew that there was no
Walter shook his head to say he hadn’t
such thing as a quick visit to
but in fact he had heard Verity’s tale
Verity’s. Once Verity got going on her
stories, it usually meant you were there for many times.
a long time!
“Well, one day I was outside, the children
lived at home then, when suddenly there
Verity was really pleased one day when
was all this commotion. A huge horse, as
her old friend and neighbour Walter had
high as the sky ,came plodding along the
ventured out to see her.
river bank. His feet were as big as the sun,
Walter had lived on the bank just
opposite Verity once, but had moved to but he was gentle in the way he
walked. He didn’t damage a single
another part of the river. His home
blade of grass.
near Verity had become too small for
his family and he had moved some time Behind him was this huge boat thing, a
ago. His old home had become
barge I think they called it, and he was
run down eventually being taken over
harnessed up with a long rope to pull it
by Verity’s dreaded brown rats. They had along the river.
simply made a mess of everything and
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The barge was low in the water and was
full of peat I think it was, peat that would
be used by the brickmen to make fires
when they made their bricks for the
human homes. The men on the barge
were singing to each other and seemed
to be very jolly indeed. I looked
downstream and could see that there
were more barges and horses about four
altogether one after the other. I had
never seen so many at one time. All the
men were either calling out to each other
or singing out in song.

had come in. I was fine and my children
had simply sat just in view of what was
going on and had quite enjoyed
watching the whole thing”
“It’s not as busy now though is it” Walter
had asked.
“No Verity had replied,” I don’t see many
barges these days and I think they are just
ones with families on holiday”

“I must say though” continued Verity “I’m
not quite sure what is going on but there
have been some people down here
recently and I am sure they were
All the creatures on the river bank scurried watching me and my house. Every time
away out of sight. We knew the
I went outside they seemed pleased to
bargemen meant no harm to us and in
see me. Some even tried to take my
fact they often stirred the water up
photograph! They even tidied up the
enough that small bugs and insects
bank where you used to live and
became lost and would prove easy
they pulled out loads of rubbish from the
pickings for the animals who liked to
water. So much so that I’ve seen quite a
crunch on a water beetle or lava.
few new water voles checking the area
out. I think I will have some new
Everyone was more frightened that they
neighbours soon because it’s becoming
may be trodden on by those huge feet of
such a nice place to live again”
the horses. Every now and then the horses
Verity’s face beamed. She longed to
would bend their heads down to snatch
have new neighbours. To see young
up some sweet grass and the air from
their nostrils blew out with such force and families again bustling about on the river
was as warm as the heat from a winter’s would be just brilliant. “They will be able
to call in just like you Walter”
fire.”
“Yes and you can tell them all your
“I can tell you Walter” continued Verity “
stories” he nodded
It caused such a commotion. I have
“Oh I do hope so” she rubbed her tiny
never seen so many water voles
hands together, pulled up her shawl and
and otters, even the huge eels in the
waited with great
river bed, scurry about so much to get out
excitement for the new arrivals to come.
of the way. I didn’t realise how many
different animals actually lived in this little “See you another day” said Walter as he
left the burrow “No doubt you will tell me
bit of river of mine. Afterwards, when the
all about it.”
barges had all passed and the river had
“I will, I will,”
become still and peaceful again,
promised Verity,
everyone came out to talk about what
and I am sure she
they had experienced. Some families
will always have
had been worried that the water was
lots of her stories
rising up in the river and almost flooding
to tell anyone
out their burrows, others who had young
who has the time
babies still in nests had quickly moved
to listen.
them to higher areas in case the water
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and so on into Ramsey or the wider Fen
waterways. On the return journey the
lighters brought in sand and (later on)
coal for firing the kiln.

The Water Vole
(Arvicola amphibius )

Why would those barges have
travelled along the
local fen rivers?
In the 1800’s there were at least three
brickyards near Chapel Road, Ramsey
Heights, because the Oxford Clay used
for making bricks is only just below the
surface here. The 1874 OS map shows two
brickyards on the north bank of the
Catchwater Drain and one on the south,
the present site of the Countryside
Centre.
The brickyards were set up here
because, as well as the clay being
available, peat was dug locally in
Woodwalton Fen and Lotting Fen and
could be used for fuelling the brick kilns;
also the fen waterways made it easy to
transport the finished bricks and tiles out
to the customers.
Barges or lighters were used to take the
finished bricks away to customers, each
brickyard having its own watermen. The
‘Y’ shaped pond nearest the
present-day classroom building was the
old loading dock or harbour where boats
could turn round and load up. The dock
led out into the Catchwater Drain, which
was wider and deeper than it is now, and
had a towpath for horses. The
Catchwater led into the Raveley Drain
and the boatmen could then navigate
round to St Mary’s bridge (Hitson’s bridge)
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The water vole is much larger than other
members of the vole family and is similar
in size to the brown rat – a similarity which
probably led to its old name, the water
rat. The loveable Ratty of the
children’s book, Wind in the Willows by
Kenneth Graham, was not in fact a rat
but a water vole. The species can be told
from the brown rat by its
chestnut-brown fur, rounded nose, small,
rounded ears and furry tail.
The water vole is found throughout
Britain occurring mainly along well
vegetated banks of slow flowing rivers,
ditches, dykes and lakes. They excavate
extensive burrow systems in the banks of
waterways, with chambers at various
levels in the steepest parts of the bank.
The burrows often have underwater
entrances to give the animals a secure
route for escape if danger threatens.
"Lawns" of closely cropped grass,
sometimes with piles of chopped food,
may surround burrow entrances.
The water vole is a priority species under
the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). The
species has legal protection under the
Wildlife and Countryside Act and it is an
offence to disturb, damage or
obstruct their breeding places.
For more information about the history of
the Ramsey heights Brickworks or the
monitoring of water voles and wildlife visit

www.greatfen.org
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READING THIS
SO ARE
OUR OTHER
6000+
READERS
To advertise
contact:
news.rntoffice@gmail.com

Editorial Policy Summary
•

All items are included entirely at the discretion of
the editor who reserves the right to edit or refuse to
print any item submitted. Before printing a critical
article the editor and Ramsey
Neighbourhoods Trust reserves the right to
approach the criticised group/persons and offer an
opportunity to comment in the same issue.

•

Views expressed in Ramsey Neighbourhood News
are not necessarily those of Ramsey
Neighbourhoods Trust, they are included in the
interests of free speech. Ramsey Neighbourhoods
Trust does not endorse any of the products or services advertised within this publication.

•

Anonymous items will only be considered where the
author has submitted their full name and contact
details to the editor with their
contribution, and have requested, within reason,
that these be withheld.

•

Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust cannot accept any
liability for omissions, errors or mistakes which occur
in production.

•

All materials contained within are strictly
copyright, all rights reserved. Production in whole or
part without permission of Ramsey
Neighbourhoods Trust is prohibited.

Beeston
Plumbing and Heating
Local plumber based in Ramsey, all
aspects of plumbing work undertaken.

Tel: 01487 815178
Mob: 07974 249441
Email: info@beestonplumbing.uk
Facebook:
Beeston Plumbing and Hea ng
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Book Review
S.T.A.G.S. was one of the most
talked about YA's of 2017 and
when it was announced that
M.A. Bennett was releasing
another book I was beyond
excited! So, when I got the
chance to read The Island I
jumped at the chance. The
Island has the same flare and sense of
danger that Bennett's first book had which
instantly lets you know you're in for one
heck of a ride.
The Island is a story about a boy named
Link and how he goes from bottom of the
pack to king of the island. It’s a twist on
the coming of age story, where Link and a
group of people from his elite school end
up on a desert island and the only thing
that stands in the way of their
survival is themselves. Throughout the
book the characters have to find a
strength within themselves, break away
from high school stereotypes and
become adults in the most unexpected
ways. The question is, when the rules they
have lived by for so many years are taken
away, can this group of teenagers
discover a way to survive?
The saying goes 'power corrupts’ and this
book shows just how true that can be
when this misfit group of teenagers are
forced into situations they never imagined
possible. The thing I loved about Bennett's
first book was it tapped into this old
fashioned idea of hierarchy that we like to
believe has been/is being abolished and
it invites the readers into worlds were it is
still very much an issue. It looks at the
complexity of human behaviour and
show the reader the extents people will
go to achieve (and then keep)
power.

http://theyanightstand.blogspot.co.uk/

Link is a ﬁsh out of water. Newly arrived from
America, he is ﬁnding it hard to se le into the
venerable and pres gious Osney School. Who
knew there could be so many strange
tradi ons to understand? And what kind of
school ranks its students by how fast they can
run round the school quad - however ancient
that quad may be? When Link runs the
slowest me in years, he immediately
becomes the bu of every school joke. And
some students are determined to make his
life more miserable than others.
The book itself is constantly twisting and
turning, creating situations these young
protagonists will have to fight to survive
through. It is an exciting new book and
even though the feminist in me found
some moments hard to stomach, I know
that that's the point! Bennett does not shy
away from the darker parts of human
behaviour and that just makes this book
all the more exciting.
Overall, this is a really exciting new book
that I think any YA enthusiast will devour in
a matter of days. It is fast paced, exciting
and pushes the reader into a world that
sits so close to ours it's hard not to imagine
this happening somewhere.
By Emily Bradley-Dorman
Word Search Answers

Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts

39

Recipe

Spicy Tuna

Routs of Wisbech have been regular visitors to Ramsey
Community Market every Tuesday. Why not give this
delicious recipe using fresh tuna steak a try?

• 4 200 gm tuna steaks

• 1 tablesp lemon juice

• 20 gm fresh coriander

• 100 mil olive oil

• ½ teasp each of paprika, cumin

• 3 garlic cloves, crushed

and chilli
Serves 4
• Mix the coriander, garlic spices and lemon juice
and blend to a puree.
• Add some oil to make to a thick paste.
• Cover the tuna steaks with 2/3 of the sauce and
marinate for up to 4 hours but a minimum of 20 minutes.
• Grill or fry the steaks until done and cover with the rest of the sauce.

The Angel
Ramsey
Real Ale and Homemade Food

76 High Street, Ramsey, PE26 1BS
Tel: 01487 711968 | The Angel Ramsey
Follow us on Facebook for new menus and ales.
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Useful
Numbers
24 Hour Emergency Number
Age UK Cambridgeshire
Care Network Cambridgeshire Community Navigator
Carers Trust
Citizens Advice Bureau
Cromwell Care Services
Cromwell Vets
Discover Ramsey*
HDC Customer Service Desk
Huntingdon Job Centre
Hunts Forum
Life Amid Debt (LAD)
Locality
Luminus Group
Muir Housing
One Leisure
Police Emergency
Police Non Emergency
Ramsey Children’s Centre
Ramsey Community Bus
Ramsey Community Warden
Ramsey Food Bank
Ramsey Job Search*
Ramsey Library
Ramsey Million*
Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust*
Ramsey Phoenix Project*
Ramsey Post Office
Ramsey Volunteer Bureau
The Bobby Scheme
Stagecoach
Swearers Funeral Services
The Ramsey Initiative
WI Centre

01480 52222
0300 6669860
01480 423065
03452 410954
0344 245 1292
01487 710766
01487 814789
01487 814897
01487 815213
01480 322022
01480 420601
07768 681564
01480 376209
0345 266 9760
01480 453234
01480 817900
999
101
01480 379420
01487 711330
07900 340265
01487 812818
01487 814897
0345 0455225
01487 814897
07955 817137
01487 814897
01487 814897
01487 812549
01487 814117
01480 413311
01223 433250
01487 812239
01487 813612
01480 453137

Village Halls/Community Centre
Bury Village Hall
Ramsey Community Centre
Ramsey Forty Foot
Village Hall
Ramsey Mereside
Village Hall
Upwood Village hall
Wistow Village Hall

01487 813848
01487 813725
01487 814124
01733 844336
01487 815475
01487 822828

Schools/Child Care
Abbey College
Ashbeach Primary
Bury C of E Primary
Bury Play Group
Busy Bee Day Nursery

01487 812352
01733 844262
01487 813784
07733 360836
01487 711643

Head Start Nursery
Ramsey Pre School
Ashbeach Ladybirds Pre School
Ramsey Junior School
Ramsey Spinning Infants
The Ramsey Day Nursery
Upwood Playgroup
Upwood Primary School

01487 710709
01487 710160
01733 219900
01487 812500
01487 813587
01487 710422
01487 813510
01487 813510

Health
Addenbrookes
Hinchingbrooke Hospital
Peterborough City Hospital
Rainbow Surgery
Ramsey Dental Surgery
Ramsey Health Centre

01223 245151
01480 416416
01733 678000
01487 710980
01487 812312
01487 812611

Councils
Ramsey & Bury
County Cllr. Adela Costello
Ramsey
District Cllr. Steve Corney
District Cllr. Jeff Clarke
District Cllr. John Palmer
Warboys
District Cllr. Jill Taverner
District Cllr. Graham Bull
Ramsey Mayor
Cllr.Doug McIlwain
Ramsey Town Council
Upwood and The Raveleys
Parish Council - Clerk
Bury Parish Council
Wistow Parish Council

01487 813124
07795 057440
07802 398259
01487 814063
01487 823082
07780 511928
01487 814957
01487 814957
01487 812447
01487 813278
01487 823542

* All organisations/projects situated in Your
Neighbourhood Office - please also use this
number to find out about BOSH, CRUNCH,
Toddler Time, Ramsey Neighbourhood News,
Discover Ramsey, Phoenix Job Search & any
other Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust or
Ramsey Million project.
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Safe Local
Trades
You’re just about to sit down to
your favourite soap or are in
the middle of cooking dinner
or bathing the kids, the phone
rings - and it's one of THOSE
calls.
money at the hands of scammers, and 85
Eileen Le Voi
per cent reduction in users feeling
It is estimated that around 30 million
helpless to stop the calls and an 85 per
nuisance calls are made each week.
cent reduction in the number of users
However, many of these are made not
who were worried by these calls.
just by cold callers, but by scammers;
Friends Against
bringing misery to some of the most
Scams is a NTS Scams
vulnerable members of our community,
Team initiative,
such as those living alone or with
which aims to
dementia. At Safe Local Trades, we echo
protect and prevent
the concerns of groups like the recently
formed Cambs Against Scams Partnership people from becoming victims of scams
by empowering communities to “Take a
and the nationwide Friends Against
Stand Against Scams”. Friends Against
Scams initiative - which recognise the
Scams has been created to tackle the
harm done by fraudsters; not only those
lack of scams awareness by providing
who dupe their victims to part with their
information about scams and those who
cash, but who also feel threatened and
fall victim to them. This information
helpless against the callers.
enables communities and organisations
In 2016, a grant of £500,000 was made to
to understand scams, talk about scams
National Trading Standards Scams Team
and cascade messages throughout
(NTS Scams Team) to provide telephone
communities about scams prevention
call blocking technology to people who
and protection. FAS encourages
are bombarded by scam and nuisance
communities and organisations to take
calls, and are most vulnerable to losing
the knowledge learnt and turn it into
money to these callers. Initially, the focus
action.
was on providing call blocking units to
people living with dementia. There are an Anybody can join Friends Against Scams
estimated 850,000 people with dementia and make a difference in their own way.
in the UK, with numbers set to rise to over To find out more visit
one million by 2025. The project has been www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk and be
a great success, with the units blocking 99 #scamaware with advice from
Cambs County Council
per cent of scam and nuisance calls
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
received and making dramatic
news/community-protection-team-saysimprovements to users’ wellbeing.
be-scamaware-and-take-a-stand-against
And equally as important, the results saw
-scams/
a 97 per cent reduction in users losing
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M. COLLINS
Butchers

Supplier of good quality meat and
home-made sausages & burgers

Tel: 01487 812764

Mobile: 07813 005752
33 Great Whyte, Ramsey, Cambs, PE26 1HH

M.O.T Station | Car repairs | Maintenance

M.o.t. only £35
when quoting reference: RNN44
Email: info@autoattentive.co.uk | TEL: 01733 844469
Unit 1, holme road garage, holme road,
ramsey st mary’s, huntingdon, pe26 2ss

44

Ramsey Neighbourhood News - To advertise email: news.rntoffice@gmail.com

Buses

Ramsey Community Bus Association operate a
Rural Hopper service Thursdays and Fridays www.ramseybus.org.uk
(Correct at time of printing)

31 – Ramsey / Peterborough
MONDAY to FRIDAY (Except Public Holidays)

SATURDAY

Please mention Ramsey Neighbourhood News when responding to adverts
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31 Peterborough / Ramsey (Continued)

21 - Ramsey / St. Ives

Visit: www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables or https://bustimes.org/operators/dews-coaches
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msey Self Store is able to cater to your own personal
requirements, ensuring that you receive the correct
storage space for your needs.

Ramsey Self Store offer many services, such as:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Storage space for house removals
Storage space for businesses wanting to store their stock or
equipment
Storage space for office documents and equipment
Storage space for students who need to store their belongings
Storage space for collectors and hobbyist's to store their projects
Storage space for expanding businesses
Storage space for tradesmen wanting quick access to equipment/
materials

We also:

•
•

Sell Packing materials
Offer removals/collection service through our partner company

Self-Storage
Ramsey Self Store is be able to cater to each individual customer’s
requirement, ensuring that they receive the correct storage space for
their needs.
The steel storage containers, renowned for their strength and
versatility are stored in a secure compound. The compound has a
high level of security including 8 foot perimeter fences, perimeter
beam alarms, security lighting, 24 hour CCTV and routine audits.
Entry to the secure compound is via the access control system. This
system allows customers entry and exit using individual access fobs
which operate the gates.
Each customer is issued with their own individual fob which enables
agreed access.
All containers are situated on a hard standing base, at ground level
and offer door to door access.

Secure Self-Storage from £14 per week
Ramsey Self Store Limited,

01487 710479

School Farm Drove,

Email us at:
jade@ramseyselfstore.com

Off

St Mary’s Road,

Ramsey, PE26 2SL
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Call us:

Visit our website:
www.ramseyselfstore.co.uk
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