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From the Editor...

H

i everyone,
It's me again, Carol Aston Chair
of Ramsey Neighbourhoods
Trust and Editor of Ramsey
Neighbourhood News. As I write this I
am sitting in sweltering heat down on
south coast having a few days to chill
with family.
However, this is our Autumn issue so
maybe we should be thinking more
about rain, falling leaves, more rain,
pumpkins and nights drawing in ........
Or we could cheer up and think
about Heritage Day in
Ramsey,
Plough Day, Ram Jam in Ramsey
Library, Ramsey Festival of Crafts and
the many other forthcoming events/
activities you can read about in our
magazine.

Thank you for all the kind comments
and observations, we really work hard
to make this your community
magazine, having all the content and
advertising you need so this can sit on
a table and be read over and over
again.
Thank you for supporting us. Ramsey
Neighbourhoods Trust is holding our
AGM on Monday 12th September
from 5.30pm in the Library - why not
come along and help us celebrate 4
years of supporting Ramsey projects
and local communities - there will be
cake too!

Carol Aston
Chair - Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust
www.ramseyneighbourhoodstrust.org

Meet the Team...
Upstairs at number 25 Great Whyte is the Neighbourhood Office which is the home of Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust and
the team of staff and volunteers who deliver Job Search, Phoenix, the numerous Ramsey Million Projects, Promoting
Ramsey (Cambs ACRE) and Ramsey Neighbourhood News. Here we have asked them to tell you a little about what they
do.
Name: Carol Aston

Name: Val Fendley

Role: Chair of Ramsey

Role: Community Development

Neighbourhoods Trust

Worker & Programme

Employer: Volunteer for Ramsey

Manager Ramsey Million

Neighbourhoods Trust

Big Local

Contact: rntchair@gmail.com

Employer: Ramsey
Neighbourhoods Trust
Contact: ramseymillion @gmail.com,

I have been Chair of the Charity for 4 years now - being
Chair is all about looking after our trustees and making
sure they and I perform our roles in accordance with
Charity Commission requirements. This entails ensuring our
finances are well managed and our accounts audited
and really importantly that we have all the policies,
procedures and insurances in place to make our projects
the success they are. That is the easy bit!
The many projects we manage both our own and those
of the Ramsey Million Big Local project take up a lot of my
time - I always say I have two jobs - the day job that pays
me and Chair of the Charity where I give my time to help
produce some great projects that have a real impact on
people's lives.
I could not do that without my ladies in the office - so over
to you girls - time to introduce yourselves.

Being a community development worker means having a
commitment to developing the community, supporting
local people to help themselves, whether this is individual
self-development or supporting community projects and
organisations. I am committed to social inclusion and a
belief that people can change their own lives and their
communities for the better by working together.
I am employed by Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust for 22.5
hours a week, specifically to support the Ramsey Million
Partnership, all local people who volunteer for this major
10 year community project. I am currently overseeing the
full range of projects within the 2016-19 community plan.
I feel I am a people person and absolutely love my job
working in the Ramsey Community. I give more of my time
voluntarily because I really do have a passion for the area
and everything that goes on here.
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Name: Ann Cuthbert

Name: Anna Bradley-Dorman

Role: Ramsey Promotions

Role: Communications &

Officer (funded by Ramsey Mil-

Administration Officer for

lion)

Ramsey Million & Ramsey

Employer: Cambridgeshire ACRE

Neighbourhoods Trust

Contact:

Employer: Ramsey

ann.cuthbert@cambsacre.org.uk

Neighbourhoods Trust
Contact: office.ramseymillion@gmail.com

I used to be camera shy until I took on the job of
Promoting Ramsey for the Ramsey Million Partnership.
Now, with regular articles in the newspapers and
attending exhibitions around the county wearing t-shirts
with the slogan “Putting Ramsey on the Map” I appear to
have lost my inhibitions!
My husband Andrew and I have lived in Ramsey and Bury
for 28 years and all of our 4 children attended the Ramsey
schools. Before the Promoting Ramsey Project I worked in
marketing and had my own research company.
I love this area and I am really enjoying marketing the
town and working on events . At the moment my focus is
on the Festival of Crafts and National Heritage Open Day
as well as promoting Ramsey’s own celebration of
Shakespeare’s 400th anniversary, at the Rural Museum,
with Ramsey Arts Festival’s “Your Bard”. The best part of
my job has been meeting so many lovely volunteers at
all of our attractions and community groups – their
enthusiasm and hard work is inspiring.

I never know what to expect when I turn up to work. One
minute I can be ordering a bouncy castle and the next
representing Ramsey Million at national events. My job
includes receiving and paying invoices, taking meeting
minutes, ordering and booking equipment/events and
dealing with the general administration. I also design most
of the publicity material including the websites, posters/
flyers, newspaper/magazine articles and Twitter etc.
I have lived in and around Ramsey for over 28 years most
of which I have been married to my long suffering husband, Bob. My children (now 22 and 23) grew up here
and I taught at Bury School for 15 years before taking
promotion. Unfortunately, due to illness, my teaching
career came to an abrupt end and I eventually began
volunteering for Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust.
I love working with this group of fantastic people whose
sole aim is to help our community make Ramsey into a
great place for everyone who lives, works or visits here.

Name: Alison Seery

Name: Jodie Montgomery

Role: Phoenix Project Manager

Role: Ramsey Neighbourhood

(funded by the LEP)

News,

Employer: Ramsey

BOSH & CRUNCH Admin

Neighbourhoods Trust

Employer: Ramsey Neighbour-

Contact:

hoods Trust

rntprojectmanager@gmail.com

Contact

Prior to working for Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust I taught
in mainstream secondary schools and at Addenbrookes
Hospital and Special Needs units over a 36 year career.
This varied experience has stood me in good stead for my
role as manager of the Phoenix Project which offers a
variety of workshops and events that tap into peoples’
hobbies and interests.
I moved to Bury in 1996 and with my husband Martin, also
a teacher, brought up our 3 children there.
My role as Project Manager for the Phoenix Project is on
one hand different from working with young people but
on the other it’s very much the same as my work still
involves preparing folks for the next stage of their lives
which is rewarding and really enjoyable. The courses tend
to be a lot of fun! I really enjoy working with people and
helping them become job-ready.

jodie.rntoffice@gmail.com
I've lived in Ramsey for almost 17 years now, more than
half my life. I started volunteering for Ramsey Million and
Ramsey Neighbourhood Trust 4 years ago after leaving
my job due to childcare difficulties.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time spent on various
projects and community events over the years. This year I
was offered a job, which I happily accepted.
It's great being back in work that fits around my family life.
It's also a job that I thoroughly enjoy. The ladies in the
office are amazing and have really made me feel
welcome and a part of the team.

Ramsey Neighbourhood Office - 01487 814897
www.ramseyneighbourhoodstrust.org
www.ramseymillion.org
www.cambsacre.org.uk
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News in Brief...
Raise your glasses – Your
Bard!
Following the amazing success of the
Who’s Who concert in July Ramsey
Arts Festival proudly presents ...
Saturday 17th September at Ramsey
Rural Museum

Come and meet the man himself, his
family, find out what it’s like on tour
and the Globe theatre. Real life
characters from the time also rear
thei r heads i ncludi ng Queen
Elizabeth I, Christopher Marlowe and
Ned Alleyn all inter-mingled with a
sonnet or a song or two.
Written and performed by acclaimed
actor
Nicholas
Collett
Additional material by William
Shakespeare
Tickets priced £12.50
(including a hog roast)
07808 314141
ramseyartsfestival@gmail.com
Outside bar also available.
Save the Date - Ramsey Arts Festival
AGM, October 12th 2016 7pm – 9pm.
_______________

High Praise for Debut
Novel
We featured ‘The Apprentice Witch’
by local author James Nicol in the last
issue of Ramsey Neighbourhood
News. We are delighted to report that
the book was released in July to
great reviews. Well done James we’re looking forward to the next
instalment! You can meet James at
Ram Jam in October (see p22).

Tesco Community
Champion
Belinda Jenkins is your Tesco
Community Champion. She
not only organises fundraising and awareness in
store but is always willing to
see how she and Tesco can support
the community of Ramsey and the
surrounding area.
Whilst doing her shopping Belinda
recently bumped into two lovely
police officers who were a long way
from home. We are a three counties
force made up of Cambridgeshire,
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire.
Belinda invited them to use the
canteen facilities in Tesco here at
Ramsey if ever they were in the area with permission of course from store
manager Caroline Ward.
What a
great idea!
If you wish to contact Belinda you can
via the store or
Facebook: Belinda Jenkins
Community Champion at
Tesco Ramsey
Email: communitychampionbelinda
jenkins@outlook.com
Mobile: 07590 975814
_______________

Increase in Rural Crime
Rural crime costs reached £42.5
million last year, reveal the latest
findings from rural insurer NFU Mutual.
"Every year, rural crime costs
millions of pounds and causes untold
anxiety across the UK,"
said an NFU Mutual spokesman.
East of England is one of the worst
affected areas, where rural crime cost
£6.9m. Nicki Whittaker of NFU Mutual
said,
"It is not just farmers who are
affected by rural crime. People who
live and work in the countryside
were also targeted by thieves seeking garden tools and equipment,
heating oil, trailers and 4x4s."
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The UK-wide top ten of thefts include
tractors, quad bike livestock rustling
However, there was good news as
Equine tack and equipment thefts
have reduced which appears to be a
result of the Horse Watch Schemes
now in operation (see p29).
_______________

Community Garden
Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust in
conjunction with Groundwork and
Tesco Bags for Help will be shortly
recruiting for the construction of a
second Community Garden in
Ramsey. The first was completed at
Mill House earlier this year and the
next will be on the Gauntlet site.
If you are interested in gaining
construction/gardening skills keep a
look out for further details in the local
press, via the Neighbourhood Office,
www.ramseyneighbourhoodstrust.org.uk

and Facebook.
_______________

Royal Recognition
The Big Lunch Street Party for the
Queen in June was a great success
and the organisers would like to thank
e ve r y o n e w h o to o k p a r t o r
contributed to the event.
In a letter Buckingham Palace have
thanked the community for their
birthday wishes and a card, from the
Queen, was sent to Patricia Short,
winner of the poetry competition.

Ramsey Million
Summer Highlights

- What a busy summer it has been.

Top Row - (from left to right) Out and about talking to people about community buildings, BOSH summer playscheme,
being filmed as part of Our Bigger Story (www.ourbiggerstory.com), First Aiders at the Big Lunch Street Party for the Queen.
Bottom Row - Invitation to Huntingdonshire District Council Flag Raising for Armed Forces Day, talking Ramsey Million Big
Local at St. Thomas a Becket & Ramsey St, Mary’s Church Fete, Youth Workers promoting Ramsey Million at Ramsey
Carnival, Rev. Darmody trying out the Rodeo Bull provided for the Big Lunch Street Party for the Queen, Promoting Ramsey
at Yaxley Carnival with Warwick Davis and Shailesh Vara MP.

Toddler Time

Skatepark

This popular regular activity, for families
with children under 5, will return after
the summer break on Saturday 3rd
September. This will be our last
session at The Boundary (Abbey
College Site).

We know progress has been slow but
we are hoping to have a decision
regarding planning permission in
September.

Join us for...

From October we shall be returning to
Ramsey Community Centre on the first
Saturday of each month (excluding
December and August), 10am -12pm.
As always there will be inflatable fun,
crafts, toys and cake!

At just £2 per first child and 50p for
siblings (babies FREE) this is a great way
to spend a couple of hours.

Contact: The Neighbourhood Office, 25 Great Whyte, Ramsey PE26 1HG
Telephone: 01487 814897 or 07955 817137
Email: ramseymillion@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ramseymillion
Twitter: @RamseyMillionBL
Websites: www.ramseymillion.org / Local Trust: www.localtrust.co.uk

Issue 36 - Ramsey Neighbourhood News - Page 7

News from
So far we have engaged over 50 local people through Phoenix. If you would like to be part of
this innovative scheme to get people back into work please contact Alison Seery.

Neighbourhood Office, Ramsey Library, 25 Great Whyte, Ramsey, PE26 1HG.
Tel: 01487 814897/ 07562 379472
Email: rntprojectmanager@gmail.com
Website: www.ramseyneighbourhoodstrust.org
Facebook: Ramsey Phoenix Project

P

hoenix is about getting local
people ‘job ready’. To do this we
encourage learners to have
increased participation in their
own learning and become more
involved in the local community.
Through group learning it is hoped
that new friendships are formed and
health and wellbeing is improved.
“This has taken on the most
important role in my life. This has
also been very social for me.”
The ultimate aim is to have created
independent people who are
confident to apply for a job/new job
or have the confidence to go on
further study.
“The course has been exciting. This
not like a normal course. This is
fantastic. Who would go on a course
about Ghost Hunting if you had
seen it advertised in a paper?
I have so enjoyed it.”

Our slogan is ‘from hobbies to
employment’ and for this first set of
courses we have engaged a group of
learners interested in paranormal
investigation. These sessions are about
to come to an end culminating with
the group putting on their own event.
This will be a Ghost Hunt at The
George, Ramsey on the 31st October.
Tickets are available now from the
Neighbourhood Office and is open to
the general public.

EVERYONE WELCOME

Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust
Annual General Meeting
Ramsey Library
Monday 12th September 2016
5.30pm for light refreshments and an opportunity to learn about
the many projects managed by Ramsey Neighbourhoods Trust
Meeting - 6pm
Come on find out about YOUR Community Development Charity
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“It makes me feel I am part of a
team. I have spoken to people I
would not normally speak to.”
The next set of courses will appeal to
all you animal lovers out there. ‘All
About Animals’ starts 6th September
and you can read all about it on the
leaflet delivered with this magazine or
contact Alison Seery (details above).

Rainbow Savers Credit Union

R

amsey is now has a credit union run by Rainbow Savers. A credit union is a brilliant way of managing your money,
saving and obtaining small loans. They are open to anyone but they are particularly good for someone who may
not have access to a bank account or who only wants to save a small amount of money.

The scheme is also operating at Ramsey Junior School. Every Friday morning, the children can pay in their savings at the
school for whatever they want to save up for. Some are saving for such things as a new games console or a bike. The
great thing is that parents and grandparents can also pay into the account for them.
The credit union can help you in many ways, especially as now most benefits, wages and pensions are paid into banks.
There are many ways to save. You can pay in a regular amount and decide what you want to do with the money – save
it, put in the Christmas pot (you cannot access that money until November) or put it in a “jam jar” of your choice such as
electricity bill, holiday fund etc. You can have your money paid in by your employer or the DWP and this will be very useful
for those of you on Universal Credit when your housing benefit is no longer paid by the Council direct to your Landlord.
What about when you go on holiday, are you worried about losing your debit card? You could take a Rainbow Savers pre
-loaded card with you. There is so much more you can do with one of these accounts and community groups can also
open one - the paperwork is considerably easier than a bank! For more details, have a look at the Rainbow Savers
website on www.rainbowsaver.co.uk/about-us or contact 01487 814897 or office.ramseymillion@gmail.com and we’ll
have someone get back to you with more details.

Are you in a mess with money or need support to get your finances straight?

R

amsey has an organisation
working here called Life Amid
Debt, who have been helping
people in St Neots for over 7
years. Our new local Advisor, Ray,
works from the library on a Monday
morning but is available by e-mail or
telephone all though the week.

After some lengthy discussions with
Ray, found that he could help ‘M’ in a
number of ways –

How can this help you? Well, read this
story about one of our clients and see
if you recognise anything about your
situation in this tale.

£

‘M’ was employed until increasingly
poor physical health forced a rethink
of their life. They became severely
depressed and did not want to leave
the house or speak to other people.
They live in a small village with no
services and cannot afford the
transport to get to the places they
need to so they can access the
services that will help them. With a
greatly reduced income (and not
being used to coping on basic
benefits) they have built up serious
priority debts with utility companies,
council tax and the Landlord.

£ Help them to apply for Personal
Independence Payments

£ Apply for some discretionary

£

£

housing benefit and council tax
allowance
Apply to the utility companies’
foundations for a grant to clear
some or all of their debts / try a
new tariff / change supplier etc.
Negotiate with credit card lenders
to stop the interest being added /
write the debt off / settle for a
reduced payment each month
Organise a spending plan and
budget, to help them to make sure
that they have enough for all the
bills to be paid and their needs
each week.

‘M’ now has PIP in payment and the
housing benefit and council tax
allowance has been increased as
they are now classed as disabled. A
change of supplier / tariff has
reduced the gas bill by £110 a year

and the electric and water company
have funded some of the arrears on
the bills and arranged lower
repayments. One credit card debt
(quite small) has been written off and
the other is being paid back at £5.00
a month.
Now ‘M’ knows what is available to
spend each month and has changed
to internet banking to keep a close
check on their account. Their
depression and inability to leave the
home has improved and they are
feeling much better in themselves,
“I feel as though I have a new friend who
will listen to me and is prepared to help
me in the ways that my other friends
can’t, as they don’t have the knowledge
and experience of ‘Life Amid Debt’. I am
very grateful to them for giving me back
my life!”

To contact Ray for an appointment,
Telephone: 03330 067339
or 07787 346400
Email: raymondgibbs@btinternet.com
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It’s Not
All Jam
& Jerusalem
By Guest Contributor Julia Harrison
"You wouldn't see me dead at a WI
meeting!" my just turned 70 year old
Mother-in-Law exclaims.
When I ask why not, she simply replies
"because it's full of old women". You
see, even old women think the WI is
full of old women and the fact is this is
simply not true.
Admittedly there are many long
standing WIs out there where the
membership has aged but you'll also
find a whole new world of cocktail
drinking, tattoo sporting, politically
savvy, vintage revival, let's celebrate
all that is womanly, powerful and
young(ish) women.
I joined my WI aged 40. I wasn't the
youngest then and I am still not the
youngest now. It was a new WI set up
simply because local women wanted
to be able to meet and make friends
with other women. It's not until you
get into it that you realise the WI is so
much more than that preconceived
idea so many of you share with my
Mother-in-Law. In fact in December

2012, the Iron Maidens WI in Liscard,
Merseyside was started. The branch is
considered an 'alternative' one, with
many members sporting tattoos,
piercings and wildly coloured hair and
was opened with the intention of
being an option for women interested
in rock music, burlesque, goth culture,
steampunk and all things retro.
Yes, in the main, it's still about jam,
knitting, jewellery making, quilting and
any manner of crafts and homebaking - and there’s nothing wrong
with that - but it is also about
celebrating women of all ages from
all backgrounds and interests and
more importantly it's about laughing
so hard that you have to set yourself a
reminder to buy some panty liners for
the next month's meeting!
However, look deeper still and you will
find one of the largest non-political
campaigning groups in the UK with
over 205,000 members across 6500
WIs. That's a whole heap of powerful
forthright womanhood campaigning,
on your behalf, for more midwives,
action on climate change, action
against domestic abuse, keeping
libraries open, highlighting the need
for more Organ Donors and much,
much more.

Hanging
‘Braskets’!
The WI have always been at the forefront of recycling and to continue our
legacy of recycling, re-using and
re-purposing
into
the
WIs
2nd centennial,
the
NFWI
has
developed
a
new,
sustainable
gardening project.
Some local WIs have been rising to
the challenge of recycling old bras!
Due to their shape, bra’s are ideal as
hanging ‘braskets’ – they can be used
singly, in pairs or as bunting! WIs have
been using their imagination and
having some fun at re-using bra’s as
hanging basket containers. They have
been filling them with with compost
and planting them with everything
from flowers to herbs, salad leaves to
strawberries and even tumbling
tomatoes!

So now you know! Hands up for
anyone who wants to give it a go?

Sports Week
During September look out for tracksuit clad WI members as they throw
themselves into WI Sport Week. The
aim of the WI Sports Week is to
encourage as many members as
possible to not only try out new sports
or activities, but to focus on the
benefits of leading a healthier lifestyle.
Here in Huntingdon & Peterborough
Federation of WIs we have teamed
up with One Leisure to put on a really
exciting programme including such
activities as Nordic Walking, Target Shooting,
Ballroom Dancing and
Archery.

So if you fancy giving the WI a
go please see times of your
local WIs opposite. For more
information about the WI in this
area and nationally visit

www.thewi.co.uk

WI

Time & Date

Location

Abbey

2pm – 1st Thursday

Bury Village Hall

Ramsey

7.30pm – 2nd Monday

Ramsey Community Centre

Ramsey St. Mary’s

7.30pm – 3rd Wednesday

The Barn, Ashbeach School

Wistow

7.30pm – 2nd Wednesday

Wistow Village Hall
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Heritage…
Promoting Ramsey by
Ann Cuthbert Ramsey Promotions
Officer.
Contact:
Neighbourhood Office,
25 Great Whyte
Tel: 01487 814897
Email:
ann.cuthbert@cambsacre.org.uk

The craft stalls will offer something
different for regular shoppers and,
hopefully, will be providing a reason
for out of towners to come and visit
Ramsey and our great local shops!
Come along - something fresh and
different guaranteed!

Craft Festival Weekend
Ramsey Rural Museum’s Plough
Sunday ( September 25th) is a regular
and well attended event on the
Ramsey calendar. A popular part of
the day is a visit to the crafters who
come to sell their wares. This year we
are extending the craft element of
the day and holding a street craft
market on Saturday September 24th
along the Great Whyte.
It is shaping up to be a vibrant collection of pop up stalls and I’ll be working
hard to market the weekend’s
“Festival of Craft” around the area.
We are promising a Saturday morning
with a “buzz” in Ramsey.

National Heritage
Open Day
- with special guests this year!
Sunday September 11th sees Ramsey
open its heritage sites for free with a

vintage bus thrown in as transport! The
Rural Museum, the Walled Kitchen
Garden, the Mortuary Chapels, St
Thomas a Becket Church with tours of
the tower, the Abbey House (Lady
Chapel and the Library), the Abbey
Gatehouse, the 1940s Camp and the
Fenland Light Railway. The Library,
where the bus leaves on the hour, will
have refreshments and exhibitions
from the archives and the Great Fen.
And this year, as an added bonus,
Oxford Archaeology will have a
display and activities.
There will be a prize draw for those
who
complete
their
“passports”
by
getting 7 stamps from 9 of
the sites and….children
who spot where “Rammy
Ram” is
hiding in our
historical sites will be rewarded!!

www.discoverramsey.co.uk
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News from Ramsey Rural Museum

T

he Garden Club held their show at the Ramsey Rural Museum on Saturday 30 th July. This was the 24th such show since
the Club was reformed. There were 10 categories of entries involving, as well as flowers and vegetables, cookery,
preserves, flower arranging, photographs and handicrafts. There were even chances to display the best weed and
most knobbly vegetables. In addition there was a competition sponsored by the Ramsey District Council for the best
front garden.
There were approximately 450 entries from about 40 individuals. Most of the entries were from members of the club but
contributions from the whole community are encouraged to make the show a truly community event. About 100 of the
public attended to view the show and were rewarded with a magnificent display.
At the end of the show many of the exhibits were auctioned by Richard Hyde, raising £150 towards the cost of the show
whilst there was a raffle for a large basket of fruit. The show was ended by the presentation of over 20 cups and trophies
by Lord De Ramsey. This included the Dinna Broughton cup for the most points in the show that was won by Stan Mace
who had made a total of 69 entries.
The Club meets at 7.30 on the third Monday of the month in the Ramsey Community Centre. For further details contact
Ian Gaunt (01487 710702).

Ramsey Rural Museum Values its Volunteers
Congratulations once again to
the museum for yet another
award. Ramsey Rural Museum
were delighted to win First Prize in
the Valuing Volunteers Awards
2016. The ceremony was held on
Monday 1st August at the Belfry
Hotel,
Cambridge
and
presented by The High Sheriff, Sir
David
Ar culus
and
Cambridgeshire County Council
CEO Gillian Beasley.

….and there’s more!
The
museum
will
be
participating in National
Heritage Open Day on
September 11th (see p11)
and, as mentioned on p6,
the museum is to be the
venue for ‘You’re Bard’ an
e veni n g
or gani s e d
by
Ramsey Arts Festival on
September 17th.
The annual Plough Day and Country Fayre will be held on
Sunday 25th September. This popular event also has craft and
trade stalls for visitors to peruse at their leisure as well as such
attractions as tractor and heavy horse ploughing
competitions, vintage vehicles, food stalls and craft
demonstrations. There is also a Winter Food Fair on 30th
October and details about all these events, and much more,
can be found at www.ramseyruralmuseum.co.uk
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Nature...

T

o many people a Walled Kitchen Garden conjures up
a vision of a well tended allotment surrounded by a
wall with lots of vegetables set out in neat rows. As
such, some people might think it an unexciting garden
for a visit. This is far too restrictive a view of kitchen gardens
as it ignores the important role that flowers have always
played.

Johnson’s
Furnishing
Quality used furniture
Three rooms of furniture
Open Tuesday to Saturday
72a High Street, Ramsey

(formerly Johnson’s Butchers)

Contact: 07783297354
------------Also including

Ramsey Abbey Walled
Kitchen Garden
Collectables and Bric a Brac Stall
Raising funds to restore the Garden
Donations of goods always welcome

Contact: 01487 814304

Flowers were there to add colour to the garden when the
lord of the manor took visitors for a promenade round his
garden. It also gave the head gardener a chance to show
off his skills. The importance of the visual impact expected
of flowers can be seen in the design of Ramsey’s Walled
Garden, where the central avenue leading from the
original main gate is flanked by herbaceous borders
displaying a wide range of perennials adding colour and
interest from spring through to late autumn. In the shady
area under a large tree, we have a late winter /early spring
garden with hellebores, bulbs, ferns, geraniums and other
shade loving plants. A new flowering shrub border will look
good as the plants develop.
Another role for flowers in a walled garden was to provide
a cutting garden for flowers to decorate the house
throughout the year. Indeed, flowers from Ramsey’s walled
garden were sent by train to London when the De Ramsey
family were in town. We are gradually developing beds of
flowers for cutting and hopefully will be able to supply cut
flowers for sale to our visitors.
Most spectacularly, Walled Gardens often had glasshouses
where head gardeners could really show their talents by
growing exotic flowers and vegetables. The glasshouse in
our Walled Garden is being erected as I write and will be
open next year. This will give us the chance to offer
something new and will require plenty of planning.
Needless to say you will not find a fully grown orchid house
or fernery by next spring as gardening is a long term
process.
Ramsey Walled Garden is run entirely by volunteers and If
you are interested pop in to the garden or contact
info@ramseywalledgarden.org or 01487 813054.

Ramsey Walled Garden is open

Sundays from 2.00-5.00
www.ramseywalledgarden.org
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It all happens at the
Great Fen

I

t was a busy old time down at the Great Fen
this Summer. Hundreds of school children
enjoyed visiting on educational programmes,
tiny tots learning in the big outdoors on Little
Bugs sessions, visitors making the most of the
sunny days out on the reserve exploring the
large silver birch woodlands at Holme and the
delights of the tranquillity down at Woodwalton
Fen. Many enjoyed the walks around Rhymes
Reedbed, New Decoy and the Last of the Meres
longer walk which takes in the Northern area of
the Great Fen including the old Whittlesey Mere
area. Many also enjoyed the talks that the
Great Fen Local group organised and various
rambles throughout the area.
In July a Celebration Day at the Countryside
Centre showcased the work of the Great Fen
and was enjoyed by many. August hosted
Family events with Wildlife Wednesdays each
week with arts, crafts and fascinating things to
do and learn.

Meeting the lamb at the
farm visit
(Community Day)

Having fun with
willow at the
Community Day

Little Bugs
Woolly Caterpillar Hunt

So what’s in store for the coming months?
The Little Bugs group will meet monthly for its sessions- spaces available from September for our pre-school visitors. There
will be Photography workshops, Felting Workshop, Rambles, Talks so much plus a new digital game will be launched using
our Fen Friends characters . So much, as always on the Great Fen! Keep a check on our website for the latest information
to that you don’t miss out. - www.greatfen.org.uk
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Health...

T

here are lots of important
conversations happening at the
moment about the future of our
local health and care services. It
is our job to make sure you are
listened to when decisions are made.
We are there to ask questions on your
behalf.
Some of the conversations we’ve
been involved in recently include:

 Hinchingbrooke Hospital merger
 Care at Addenbrookes and the

Rosie
 The future of older people’s health
care and adult community services
 Children and Young people’s
mental health
 Crisis mental health care
 NHS 111 and out of hours GP care

people's
m e n t a l
h e a l t h .
We
wrote
Thriving
to
help
make
sure children
and
young
people
are
listened to by
local commissioners
and
providers.
They are using it to help redesign
children and adolescents’ mental
health services.

Talk to Us

We have also published Thriving, our
report into children and young

We need know how health and care
is working in Cambridgeshire for you
and the people who are important to
you. We will listen to your experiences
and share them with the people who

make decisions about local services,
without identifying you.
We also provide an Information
Service and can help you find out
about:

 Health and social care services near
to you

 What to do if you have a concern or
complaint

 Organisations that can give you
help or advice

We are always happy to talk to local
groups and attend events.
Contact us
www.healthwatchcambridgeshire.co.uk

or call 01480 420628.
Healthwatch Cambridgeshire
@HW_Cambs

Ramsey Hospital Charity Shop
Once again the Ramsey Hospital Charity Shop has given away thousands of pounds
to local charities that provide services that improve the health and wellbeing of
local people. The shop, instigated by Rose Kilby MBE, continues to make a
considerable annual income and is run solely by volunteer. If you can spare an hour
or two a week pop into the shop and have a chat - you’ll be most welcome.
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Supporting Lung
Disease Patients
and Their Carers

H

unts Breathe For Life, aka "The
Huffers and Puffers Club" is a
local support group for those
suffering from chronic lung
disease along with their carers and
family.
Lung disease is one of the top three
killer diseases in the UK and it is
currently estimated that 1 in 5 people
have been diagnosed with some form
of lung disease, hence the need for
support groups such as ours is
becoming ever more important.
Volunteer Helpers Urgently Needed
Firstly, we need volunteer helpers to
lend a hand with running our regular
monthly meetings which are held on
the fourth Monday of every month
(except Bank Holidays when it is the
third Monday.) If this time is
inconvenient for you, but you would
still like to help us then we also have a
need for volunteers on a less regular
or ad-hoc basis to assist with such
activities as fund raising events,
publicity campaigns etc.
We are also keen to recruit volunteers
with specific technical knowledge
and skills to assist us with maintaining
and updating our web site and the
design, layout and production of
publicity materials.
If Hunts Breathe For Life is to continue
to provide support to the ever
increasing number of lung sufferers in
the area, then this can only be
achieved with the support of
volunteer helpers. Don't make the
mistake of thinking you don't have
any specific technical knowledge or
skills - everybody has some form of
hidden talent - now is the time to
discover and develop it.
If you would be
interested in
helping us out
then we would
love to hear from
you, so please
give us a call for a
chat on

01480 860 289
huntsbreatheforlife@gmail.com

or visit

www.huntsbreatheforlife.org

Rainbow Surgery
Recruitment crisis in General Practice
By Dr Arun Aggarwal

T

he Rainbow Surgery has been
growing steadily over the last 20
years and was at the stage of
needing a fourth doctor. Sadly
we have not been able to
recruit. In addition, Dr Richmond is
leaving for family reasons. Locums will
replace some of the work Dr
Richmond was doing but the surgery
cannot continue to grow without
increasing the number of regular longterm doctors at the practice.
As a result, the Rainbow Surgery will
no longer be able to take on any new
patients from 1 August 2016 unless we
succeed in finding an additional
doctor.
We hope to be able to
provide the same high quality service
to patients already registered. We will
register new babies born to currently
registered patients and students
returning to live with their parents who
are already registered here.
General Practice is facing an
unprecedented shortage of doctors
wishing to become GPs.
Many
training schemes nationwide are not
being filled. Those that are qualifying
as GPs are choosing to become
locums rather than long-term doctors
at a particular practice. As a result,
most GP surgeries in the country have
been struggling to find replacement
doctors for doctors that were retiring.
Recent increases in Government
demands of General Practice have
pushed up retirement rates as well as
doctors leaving to work abroad. In
t o w n s a n d c i ti e s t h e r e a r e
recruitment problems but In rural
areas it is even more difficult.

In the meantime we would ask
patients to bear with us and do what
they can to make the best of the
services we do have available.



In particular, if you find you don’t
need an appointment or can’t
attend, please cancel at least half
an hour beforehand so there is a
good chance someone else can
use that valuable clinical time.
This applies to our nurses and
health care assistants as well as
the doctors.



Prevention is significantly better
than picking up the pieces once
a problem has developed. Do all
you can to keep active and eat
healthily. Our nurses are happy to
help if you need support to quit
smoking. We have extra input
from Everyone Health who come
to the surgery on Monday
afternoons to help with lifestyle
advice.



Please do not go to Casualty for
things that are more appropriately
dealt with by your GP or nurse.
The Casualty departments in every
local hospital are heaving with
serious problems and they do not
need a rise in number of minor
problems. If you do go to
Casualty and the nurse making
an initial assessment of you
considers your problem not urgent,
there is a very high chance you
will be waiting 4 hours or longer.

Please help us to help you make the
most of the NHS.

The other local surgeries understand
our problems and we are looking
towards long-term solutions
strategically.
The Health Authority
(Cambridge and Peterborough CCG)
are aware of our difficulties and are
offering some planning assistance.
The Rainbow Patient Group are also
aware and supportive of this.

Rainbow Surgery
1B Stocking Fen Rd, Ramsey, Huntingdon PE26 1SA
01487 710980
www.rainbowsurgery.co.uk
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Carers...
Upwood Carer Wins Award

H

elen, from Upwood, who
selflessly cares for her husband
who has Alzheimer’s disease
and for her daughter who has
cerebral palsy has been named Carer
of the Year during the first ever Pride in
O u r C a r e r s Aw a r d s 2 0 1 6 i n
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.
She was presented with her award by
Dr Jane Hawking, former wife of Prof
Stephen Hawking, at the awards held
to mark national Carers Week.
The judges said,
“Helen is a

The Pride in Our Carers Awards
presentation was held during a major
Sharing the Caring event for family
carers organised jointly by Carers Trust
Cambridgeshire
and
the
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
NHS Foundation Trust. The celebratory
event was held at the C3 Centre in
Cambridge on Tuesday, 7 June.
Dr Helen Brown, CEO of Carers Trust
Cambridgeshire said,
“It was very moving to hear about the
lives of our devoted and

sandwich carer

dedicated carers. The Awards were

with multiple

not just about rewarding people, it

caring roles.

was about letting the world know how

Caring for two

important they are and how vital

people is hard

their care and support is to the people

enough for

who receive it.”

anyone. She
clearly makes a
positive
difference.”

Young Carers Intergenerational Project

W

ould you like to gain a grand-friend?
Can you spare 2 hours a month to become a buddy to an elderly
person?
Why not be part of this new project in care homes across Ramsey, Huntingdon &
St Ives?






Build Friendships
Create Together
Share Experiences
Learn New Things

If you are interested contact Tania Bingham
tania.bingham@carerstrustcambridgeshire.org
0345 241 0954
Www.carerstrustcambridgehshire.org

Anthony Richardson Stairlifts

RAMSEY
DEMENTIA CAFE

Local Ramsey based stairlift company

We support and give information
to people living with dementia,
their carers and families or for
anybody who is concerned about
any memory problems they feel
they may have themselves or
anybody they know may have.

Drop-in at the
Rainbow Resource
Centre, Stocking Fen
Road, Ramsey
between

Contact The Hunts Office on
01480 415235

10am and 12noon
on

huntingdon@alzheimers.org.uk
if you would like to know more.

New and reconditioned

Sept 7th , Oct 5th,
Nov 2nd & Dec 7th

straight and curved stairlifts

Low cost Quick service
Call Tony for a FREE home visit
or go to
www.greenstairlifts.co.uk

Call 01487 815 741
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Families & Young People...

L

ittle Miracles Ramsey is a parent
led support group and charity for
families that have additional
needs, disabilities and life limiting
illnesses, their carers and siblings. We
have just moved buildings and are
now based at The Boundary, Ramsey
Locality Office, Hollow Lane, Ramsey
(on the Abbey College site).
We meet four times a week for Cuppa
and Chat, Toddler Group, After
School Sports Club and also a
Saturday Family Session. Over the
summer holidays we have a Summer
Holiday
Club
which
is
every Tuesday and Thursday. All of
these sessions are great fun, free and
are tailored to children with additional
needs.
Over the last couple of months we
have enjoyed a trip to Whipsnade
Zoo, Areozone, and we have also
been Camping for the weekend. This
was great fun!

U

rban Dance Academy Ramsey, a street dance based dance school with
students ranging from 3-16 yrs old, performed at various events this
summer including Ramsey Spinning Infants school Fete, St Thomas a
Becket church fete and Ramsey Carnival.

As UDA goes from strength to strength the club has opened classes in Hampton,
Peterborough and will soon be offering more classes to meet the increasing
demand.
Danielle Manfroi, UDA Principal said,
"I am so proud of each and every one of them and overwhelmed that my
passion is now their passion too. Thank-you to every one for their
continued support.”
Over the summer UDA held their annual summer school with various guest
teachers including 2016 Britain's Got Talent semi-finalists TOTAL TXS. During term
time classes in Ramsey are held every Wednesday at the Ramsey Community
Centre.
For more information urbandanceacademy.uda@gmail.com
or find us on Facebook

T

his July, we bid a sad farewell to
the popular and respected Rev
Gita Bond, who moves on to a
new position in London. I am sure
all those in Ramsey who know her, will
join me in wishing her all the very best!

Anyone can contact Little Miracles for
support with a child who has
additional needs, a formal diagnosis is
not needed.
We are also looking for Volunteers,
Fundraisers and Local Businesses to
support us too. So please get in
contact.
Facebook @ Little Miracles
www.littlemiraclescharity.org.uk
amy.clarke@ littlemiraclescharity.org.uk

07715 306112

Gita has asked Amanda Hamilton and
myself, Vicky Dale, to take over the
responsibility of leading Messy Church,
which we are pleased about. Messy
Church is now being held at the Scout
Hut along Little Whyte. This is for the next few months, during term time only, whilst
there is refurbishment and re-ordering taking place at St Thomas a Becket
church.
Messy Church takes place on the 2nd Thursday of every month (term time only)
3:30 to 5pm and all children of primary school age are most welcome. Children
are collected by our volunteers from Spinning Infants and Ramsey Junior School,
but any child from the surrounding area is welcome to join us.
If you would like your child to learn more about Bible stories and to have a
fun-filled afternoon, including games, art and yummy food to eat, then please
contact me, Vicky Dale on 07519 594227.
Hope to see you all there soon!
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A

s someone who lived through
the Cold War, and remembers
vividly the underlying anxiety
of living through very uncertain times,
it was quite ’unnerving’ to walk blindly
into a now defunct nuclear bunker on
the site of the new town Alconbury
Weald.

Michael Carey, Ben Jones, Tommy Horton,
Ieva Bankauskaite, Sam Jones,
Youth Worker Dibs Fletcher

piloting a creative approach to
increasing young people’s
employability skills. Research suggests
that young people often do not have
the skills and experience employers
want to see in the workplace.
Participation in arts related
projects can help young people
develop both specific skills
But why was I there?
related to a future job in the arts and
Alconbury Weald will be the focus of
other general personal and
this area’s economic development for
employability skills that employers say
the foreseeable future. For Ramsey
young people often lack.
and the surrounding area there will be
This project sets out to
a much needed boost for
explore and test how
employment
and
“This is the best i n v o l v i n g y o u n g
business. Ramsey Million
people, from Ramsey.
thing I have ever Sawtry & Huntingdon, in
Partnership felt it was vital
to support a pilot project
an informal project;
done.”
that gets a foot in the
delivered outside of an
door for our young
educational setting can
people right at the start of this
contribute to their personal and
development. A relatively small
employability skills such as...
contribution to ‘TOP SECRET’ has
 Teamwork, communication and
allowed this.
problem-solving
What is TOP SECRET?
 An Accredited Arts Award in their
Huntingdonshire Children and Young
chosen discipline
People’s Area Partnership have been



Participation in an event that
brings together parents and
families from different backgrounds to make a new
community in a rural area by
working wi th internationally
renowned artists from NIE.

The young people helped create,
administer and promote the event,
provided tech support, created film
and animation and learned about the
area’s recent history.
I am in no doubt that this project has
succeeded in its aims. Throughout the
interactive theatrical performance I
saw confident, engaged and
enthusiastic young people who were
obviously very proud of what they
had achieved.
By Anna Bradley-Dorman

Visit: www.alconburytopsecret.wordpress.com
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Also
featured will
be
Cambridge based illustrator
Matty Long, whose debut
picture book “Super Happy
Magic Forest” was the winner
of this year’s “Read it Again!”
Cambridgeshire Children’s
Picture Book Award. Matty will be
talking about his award – winning
book and its sequel “Slug of Doom”
and will show children how to draw
the characters.

R

am Jam will be a little different
this year, as ALL the sessions will
be held in the Library and it will
be over 2 days! It will be on
Saturday and Sunday 29th and 30th
October.
The ever popular Marion Savill will be
offering crafts and Lion Leaners and
the animals will be back on
Saturday . Two new author illustrators,
Trudi Esberger and Carolina Rabei will
also be there.
Ramsey Ram Jam 3 sees the return of
author illustrator Steve Smallman
whose hilarious blend of storytelling
and comic drawing was so popular at
the very first Ram Jam.

On Sunday local author James Nicol
will be talking about his wonderful

and highly acclaimed
debut
novel
“The
Apprentice Witch”
So put the dates in
your diary and look
out for the details
about how you can
book a place on
flyers/pos ters ,
on
Facebook and in school book bags.
Don’t miss it this year and remember
to book your places when tickets
become available.

Saturday 29th October 2016
Main Library
Meeting Room
Meeting Room
Meeting Room
Main Library
Main Library

Marian Savill
Alison Limentani
Matty Long
Lion Learners
Steve Smallman
Steve Smallman

10.00 – 11.30am
10.30 – 11.30
12.00 – 12.45pm
2 .00 – 2.45 pm
2. 00 – 2.45pm
3.15 - 4.00pm

4 – 8yrs
5 – 9yrs
6 – 10yrs
5 – 8yrs
5 – 10yrs
5 – 10yrs

Sunday 30th October 2016
Meeting Room

Irina Richards Comic Book
Workshop

10.30 – 12 noon

8 – 10yrs

Main Library

Trudi Esberger and Carolina
Rabei : stories and crafts

10.30 – 12 noon

4 – 9yrs

Meeting Room

James Nicol
“The Apprentice Witch”

2.00 – 3.00pm

ALL

ADULT LEARNING & SKILLS RAMSEY
Want to learn a new skill or make new friends?
Why not join an evening class at Abbey College?

Courses starting in September include:
Creative Sewing, Yoga, Jewellery Making, Salsa, Art,
Food Hygiene, Mindfulness,
Furniture Restoration, DIY,
ESOL, Family Cooking, Sign Language

Courses with a qualification:
Functional Skills Maths Level 1 & 2
Functional Skills English Level 1 & 2
Employability Skills Level 1

Contact the College
for further information:
01487 811338 or email:
acl@abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk
Full details are on our website
www.abbeycollege.cambs.sch.uk/indexphp/
abbey-adult-education
Opening times: Mon to Thurs 10am-2pm
(office closed 25/7/16 to 4/9/16)
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Family Fun

Delicious Harvest
Flapjack
125g butter or margarine
100g soft dark brown sugar
4 tablespoons golden syrup
250g rolled oats
40g sultanas or raisins
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1.Preheat the oven to 180 C / Gas mark 4.
2.Mix the butter, brown sugar and golden syrup in a saucepan over a low heat.
3.Stir occasionally, until butter and sugar have melted.
4.Stir in the oats and sultanas.
5.Transfer to a 20cm square baking tin - mixture should be about 2.5cm in depth.
6.Bake for 30 minutes or until the top is golden.
7.Cut into approx. 10 squares and leave to cool before removing from the tin.
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E

mily Bradley-Dorman is the
face behind the YA Nightstand
blog. For more young adult
fiction
book
reviews,
competitions and interviews visit :
www.theyanightstand.blogspot.co.uk

Book Review
Harry Potter & the
Cursed Child
So lets look at the facts - It has been
19 years since Harry Potter defeated
Voldemort in the Battle of Hogwarts.
Harry and Ginny got hitched and had
three little ones of their own - James,
Albus and Lily. Oh, and for the first
time, everyone in the wizarding world
is actually safe.

For all die hard Harry Potter fans you
won’t be able to put this book down
and you'll read it time and time again
- just like all the other stories. The
appearance of all our favourite
characters, that we thought were lost
forever, and reading about our three
childhood heroes will be enough to
make us love this book. However, it
does feel a little too familiar.
With Harry’s son Albus as the main
character this was an opportunity to
start a new chapter about the
wizarding world. But the chance
appears to have been missed. I don’t
think it was asking too much for it to
feel
a
little
different, was it?
Now
this
might
simply be because it
is a script, and
meant for the stage,
but on paper it does
feel like Harry Potter
2.0.
Nevertheless, this is
just my opinion and,
even
with
the
negatives, I will be reading this again
and again. It will go on my shelf in
pride of place next to the rest of my
Harry Potter books.

About the Play
Based on an original new story by J.K.
Rowling, Jack Thorne and John
Tiffany, Harry Potter and the Cursed
Child is a new play by Jack Thorne. It
is the eighth story in the Harry Potter
series and the first official Harry Potter
story to be presented on stage.
‘It

was

always

difficult

being

Harry

Potter and it isn’t much easier now that
he is an overworked employee of the
Ministry of Magic, a husband and father
of three school-age children.
While Harry grapples with a past that
refuses to stay where it belongs, his
youngest son Albus must struggle with
the

weight

of

a

family

legacy

he

never wanted. As past and present fuse
ominously, both father and son learn the
truth: sometimes, darkness comes from
unexpected places.’

www.harrypottertheplay.com

Wordsearch Answers

I think the issue I have is I just wish it felt
more like a new story and not just a
continuation of a story that - in my
opinion - was ended so perfectly with
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.

All in all though I still loved it!

Useful Numbers
Age UK Cambridgeshire
0300 6669860
Ramsey Community Warden,
Pat Thompson
07900 340265
Ramsey Children’s Centre
01480 379420
Ramsey Community Centre 01487 813725
Ramsey Community Bus
01487 711330
Cromwell Care Services
01487 710766
Cromwell Vets
01487 814789
24 Hour Emergency Number 01480 52222
Ramsey Library
0345 0455225
HDC Customer Service Desk 01487 815213
Luminus Group
01480 428777
Muir Housing
01480 453234
Ramsey Post Office
01487 812549
Ramsey Million
Val Fendley
07955 817137
Swearers Funeral Services
01487 812239
The Cambridgeshire Bobby
Scheme
01480 413311
Cambridgeshire Police
Non Emergency
101
Cambridgeshire Police
Emergency
999

The Ramsey Initiative
01487 813612
Ramsey Volunteer Bureau
01487 814117
Youth Centre
01480 376209
Care Network Cambridgeshire
Community Navigator,
Beatrice Brown
01480 423065
One Leisure
01480 817900

The Ramsey Day Nursery
The Ashbeach Ladybirds
Pre School

Schools/Child Care

Council

Abbey College
Ashbeach Primary
Bury C of E Primary
Ramsey Junior
Ramsey Spinning Infants
Upwood Primary
Bury Play Group
Busy Bee Day Nursery
Head Start Nursery
Ramsey Pre School
Playgroup
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01487 812352
01733 844262
01487 813784
01487 812500
01487 813587
01487 813510
07733 360836
01487 711643
01487 710709
01487 710160

01487 710422
01733 219900

Health
Ramsey Dental Surgery
Rainbow Surgery
Ramsey Health Centre

District/County
Cllr. Pete Reeve
Mayor Adela Costello
District Cllr. Lisa Duffy
District Cllr. John Palmer
Ramsey Town Council

01487 812312
01487 710980
01487 812611

07792 290434
01487 814957
07775 693420
07966 875624
01487 814957

www.ramsey-town.co.uk/council/
councillors_details.asp

Business...

A Day in the Life…

By Adam Roberts
Editor - Ramsey & Warboys Reporter
“What do you do?” It’s a question nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
every journalist I know has faced at some stage, and it’s
always a perplexing one. Essentially, it’s our job to ask that
very question – we find something interesting, and then
spend all our time asking about it. Who? Why? What?!? Its
very unsettling to be on the other end of it for a change.
But anyway, I shall attempt an answer. Sixty percent of this
job relates to my actions right now – sitting at a table
furiously typing away while sipping the odd cup of fruit
tea, before stopping for lunch. Occasionally, there is cake.
And then there is the other forty percent.
In this portion, I run around like certain parts of my body
are on fire. I travel, question people, take pictures, ring
sources, juggle assignments and try to find something
vaguely interesting to put on page 2. And this is the bit I
love. You meet people from every walk of life, and get to
be legitimately curious about their lives without it being
odd. I get to see things that may only happen once in my
lifetime, or enjoy an everyday experience from a totally
different viewpoint. It is a singularly unique way to live, and
in my opinion the only way to do it properly.
And all of this happens in around fifty square miles of fields,
dotted with the odd town or village. How, people ask, do
you find anything to do in Ramsey? Well, let me tell you,
there is so much going on I can barely keep up. The parts
that I do stay abreast of you can find in the
pages of The Ramsey & Warboys Reporter.
Please give it a read, but if you see a curly
haired man dashing about attached to a
camera, just calmly step aside - or offer him
cake!
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Is your neighbour’s
greenery making
you see red?

M

Eileen Le Voi - Safe Local Trades

arking out a boundary, creating a screen to
cover a fence or wall, or part of your own
garden – tall trees and high hedges can sometimes cause problems between neighbours.
Complaints of overhanging branches, conifers blocking
out the light or unwelcomed falling leaves in the garden
are all too common, and if left to escalate, may create ill
feeling. There is lots of advice available if you find yourself
in a situation where greenery is making you see red! Make
sure you remain calm when dealing with your neighbour
and familiarise yourself with the law surrounding tackling
overhanging branches and trees. Try and talk through the
problem in the first instance. If your property shares a
boundary with a neighbour's property, there are a few
aspects of the law (and good neighbourliness) to bear in
mind when growing trees/hedges.

 You have a common law right to cut
back tree branches that overhang
your property. It’s best to talk to your
neighbour before doing so. The law
states that any branches cut off
belong to the person on whose land
the tree originally grew, so you should
ask your neighbour if they want them
back, or if they are happy for you to
dispose of them so don’t just throw
trimmings over the boundary - this
could constitute 'fly tipping'.
 Even if fruit is growing on branches which overhang your
property, the fruit still belongs to your neighbour. You are
therefore effectively stealing if you pick these for yourself
without your neighbour’s permission.
 Check if any trees are subject to a preservation order your local authority will be able to tell you this. If you cut
down a tree with a preservation order, you will be guilty
of an offence under section 210 or 211 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990.
 A tree belongs to whoever owns the property upon
which the tree trunk originally grows, even if the
branches or roots have begun to spread onto another
property. The owner has a duty to maintain this tree so
that it does not cause a hazard. Therefore if branches
are broken and hanging precariously, the owner should
remove these.
 Finally, if you choose to cut down overhanging
branches, or trim trees, you will have to pay for the cost
of doing so yourself. Try reaching some sort of
agreement but they are not obliged to contribute to this
cost. You are not entitled to access to your neighbour's
property to trim the branches on your side of the
boundary without their permission.
If you are considering this cause of action – or even have
trees on your own property which need attention – if may
pay to call in the experts. Safe Local Trades has
recommended local tree surgeon members. Visit
www.safelocaltrades.com/tree-surgeons-peterborough to
find out more or contact us FREE on 0800 014 1832.
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Ramsey Crafters

D

o you like trying new crafts or
having the chance to finish off
craft projects? Then Ramsey
Crafters would like to welcome
you to their regular Monday afternoon
craft sessions. We meet every other
Monday afternoon from 1.00pm –
3.00pm at the Scout Hall in Little
Whyte in Ramsey. Anyone can join
and it’s just £2.00 per week to cover
hall hire, craft suppli es and
refreshments.

New Venue for Link4Coffee

We’ve
tried
various crafts
including
making paper
f l o w e r s ,
learning to crochet, clay
modelling and making fri dge
magnets. We’ve also had a couple of
“Round to it” sessions where we’ve
taken things along that we’ve not
quite got round to finishing.
It’s
surprising what people brought along
– and finished!
We’re taking a table at Ramsey
Festival of Crafts in Great Whyte on
Saturday 24th September and we’re
busy planning what we’re going to sell
on the day. Proceeds from anything
we do sell is split between the maker
and the craft group. We also help
people decide what they should
charge.
One thing most of us have in common
is a willingness to try out new crafts.
The other thing is that corner of the
house that’s full of bits and pieces that
we’ve either purchased with the
intention of making something or
those things you don’t want to throw
away, just in case….
We do hope you’ll either come along
on a Monday afternoon or come and
buy something at the Festival of
Crafts.
We look forward to welcoming you to
the group.

L

ink4Coffee took a break in August ready for the move to a new venue in
September. We can’t thank Keith and his family at the Rendezvous Café
in Darlings Mews enough for their hospitality and support.
Unfortunately, for them, we’ve out grown the venue and are moving to
the new club house at the Old Nene Golf Course in Muchwood Lane. Our first
meeting at the new venue will be Wednesday 7th September from 10.00am –
11.30am.
Link4Coffee is a networking group for local business people and members of
the community. We’ve welcomed people who work on their own from home
to staff from Tesco to local accountants.
The great thing about Link4Coffee is the way that we ask “What if we knew”
and it’s very satisfying to hear people getting together in conversation
especially when they need local services or information. There’s lots of
support for people starting their own businesses, a chance to advertise local
events, find volunteers for local charities and lots more.
Link4Coffee events are held every four weeks all over the country. Come along
and find out more about this FREE networking event.

J

ob Search runs Monday
& Wednesday every
week in Ramsey Library
10am-12pm. Job
seekers have said ...

Love the fact
that it’s a local

I come to Job Search to get out
and look for jobs in the Ramsey
area - I love the courses that are
put on and I think it is a really
good useful service.

service for
local people.

Do you want to
learn how to use a
computer or build up your
basic computer skills?
If there is enough interest
sessions in Ramsey can be
organised. Register
your interest via
Job Search or contact
Alison Seery(p5)

Job Search has helped me so much
- so much information and the
ladies are really helpful - nothing is
too much trouble.
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o you have a good idea for a
business which has a social
benefit or can help your
community? Ramsey Million is
dedicated to enabling local people
to get back into employment. We are
working with UnLtd* to help social
entrepreneurs get started.
UnLtd* offers a great deal of help and
support with their Star People award
programme. UnLtd* is a national
organisation which supports social
entrepreneurs and helps them grow
their businesses.
Ramsey has been
selected as one of the few Big Local
areas they will work with intensively
over the next year. So if you want to
improve your area, and you know
your community, the challenges and
opportunities it faces and you want to
gain skills and experience for yourself
the Star People programme may well
be for you.

social entrepreneurs have all the
business support they need. Having a
great idea is only the start and UnLtd*
will be with you all the way.
Our Star People
Ramsey has already seen a number of
Star People start up and develop their
ideas.
They include: Maurice Kendrick with
the Ramsey and Warboys Reporter.

‘The Sky is the Limit’
The Old Nene Golf & Country Club
22nd September at
5.30pm for 6.00 pm
(Light refreshments available)
Paul Gould a handyman known
locally as ‘The Man with a Van’.

Offers small amounts of funding of up
to £500 for individuals to try out their
ideas to improve their local area. This
might mean learning more about
what is needed in the area or trying
the project on a small scale.

Are up to £5,000 with an average
award size of £2,500. Star People who
have completed Try It Awards may
now feel confident enough to be able
to develop their project. Other people
may come straight in at this level as
they demonstrate they have the energy and skills to take forward an idea
that has some project planning
already in place.

In exceptional cases we will offer up
to £15,000 of funding to individuals
who have an established social
venture or community project or who
have the potential to develop rapidly.
UnLtd* not only offer financial support
but work with local businesses and
networking groups to ensure potential

Chris Shutt from UnLtd* will outline the
support available. Previous Star
People will explain how UnLtd* has
helped them. We have also invited
agencies and people who can offer
businesses support and advice.
With UnLtd* support the sky is the limit
so pop along and see what your
future may hold.

Do It Awards

Build It Awards

So you have a great idea - what
happens next?
To find out more, Ramsey Million is
holding an event where you can
find out all about UnLtd* Star
People.
UnLtd* Star People

The programme offers three levels of
award:
Try It Awards

Down2Earth (Whitehouse Farm) farm
shop out on the Benwick Road.

For further details about UnLtd*
Website: unltd.org.uk
or contact
Email: ramseymillion@gmail.com

The
Nene
Valley
Gliding Club which
has given a number
of young people the
chance to learn a
wide range of skills
helping them with
finding employment.

Page 28 - Ramsey Neighbourhood News - Issue 36

Public Services...

D

o you know a resident who
would benefit from engaging
more with their community?
Cambridgeshire Fire and
Rescue Service’s communi ty
champion scheme is in need of more
volunteers.

Y

ou can keep up to date with
the force via social media on
your laptop, tablet or mobile
phone. We have accounts on
YouTube, Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram and WordPress and are
always looking for new ways to keep
you
informed
on
what’s
happening where you live.
If you’re on Twitter, you can
follow the force in a number of
ways:
Follow @CambsCops for updates on
policing across Cambridgeshire, or for
more localised information try
@HuntsCops for Huntingdonshire.
If you’re interested in road safety,
follow @RoadTrafficCops for an
insight into the Roads Policing Unit
and initiatives.
We also have dedicated accounts for
Peterborough United and Cambridge
Uni ted home games. Follow
@FootyCops for Peterborough or
@FootyUCops for Cambridge and
keep in touch with officers at the
ground.

Our champions help us to deliver fire
safety messages in the community
and are our eyes and ears in the
villages and towns they live in.
You can also follow
Cambridgeshire Horsewatch and
Cambridgeshire Constabulary LGBT
Watch the force in action and
view our library of appeals on our
YouTube channel.
The force through the lens. Follow
our
life
in
pictures
at
http://instagram.com/cambscops/.
If you’re a blogger, you can visit
t h e
f o r c e
b l o g
www.cambscops.wordpress.com/ to
see feature articles and insights into
the force.

Community champions are given full
training and support and carry out a
wide range of activities from running
fire safety sessions at community
groups to supporting larger activities
the Service hosts including safety
events for children and vulnerable
people.
If you know anyone suitable to
become a community champion,
please contact Groundwork who
manage the scheme at

Katie.Dean@groundwork.org.uk
01480 587140
-

In Case of Emergency...

T

he ICE campaign has been going for some time but not
everyone is aware of it. 'ICE' (In Case of Emergency) is a
method of contact during emergency situations.

We all carry our mobile phones with names & numbers stored
in its memory. All you need to do is store the number of a
contact person or persons who should be contacted during
emergency under the name 'ICE' (In Case Of Emergency).

The idea was thought up by a paramedic who thought that it would be a good
idea if there was a nationally recognized way to enable Emergency Service
Our Special Constabulary also has a personnel and hospital staff to quickly contact the right person by simply dialling
dedicated account @CambsCopsSC the number you have stored as 'ICE'. For more than one contact name simply
for all the latest information on what enter ICE1, ICE2 and ICE3 etc.
our ’Specials’ are doing.
As many phones are now locked some types of handsets require a smartphone
If you’re on Facebook, you can application to be loaded to allow ICE and emergency information to be
hear all our news, browse displayed on the "locked" screen and other device manufacturers have provided
through our gallery and an internal mechanism to specify some text to be displayed while the mobile is in
comment on our posts – all by liking the locked state.
our official page at
www.facebook.com/CambsCops
This really simple idea could save your life, or put a loved one's mind at rest.
or Policing Huntingdonshire.
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On the Buses
In response to several requests we have printed the bus timetables below for the buses to from Peterborough &
Huntingdon. We hope you will find these useful. On a Thursday Ramsey Community Bus Association also operate a Rural
Hopper service Thursdays and Fridays - http://ramseybus.org.uk/2014/?page_id=1634 (Correct at time of printing).

31 - Ramsey/Peterborough

30 - Ramsey/Huntingdon

Advert Sizes and Pricing
Full Page : Portrait
Black & White 1 issue - £100 / 4 issues - £300
Colour 1 issue - £150 / 4 issues - £450
Half Page : Landscape
Black & White 1 issue - £60 / 4 issues - £220
Colour 1 issue - £90 / 4 issues - £330
Quarter Page : Portrait
Black & White 1 issue - £35 / 4 issues - £130
Colour 1 issue - £55 / 4 issues - £190
Eighth Page : Landscape
Black & White 1 issue - £20 / 4 issues - £60
Colour 1 issue - £30 / 4 issues - £90
Insert/Flyer per issue
£300 including printing
£200 pre printed
There are reduced rates
for community/non funded groups or societies.
For more information please contact us on:
01487 814897, Email: rnnadverts@gmail.com or visit
www.ramseyneighbourhoodstrust.org
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